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Abstract

This research examines Muhammad ibn Sa‘d al-Baghdadi and his
book *Al-Tabaqgat al-Kubra* (The Great Book of Classes), recognizing it
as a significant work in the documentation of Islamic history and
biographical literature. The study aims to introduce Ibn Sa‘d and his
personal life, outline his scholarly methodology and the sources upon
which he relied, and analyze the key strengths and observations regarding
his approach to presenting historical material. The research is divided into
three sections: the first addresses Ibn Sa‘d and his personal life; the
second is dedicated to studying his methodology and sources; and the
third focuses on the strengths and observations concerning his approach.
The study seeks to highlight the scholarly value of *Al-Tabagat al-
Kubra*, demonstrate its contribution to preserving historical accounts and
biographies, and underscore its importance as a source for the study of
Islamic history. It employs historical, descriptive, and analytical
methods—drawing upon primary sources and relevant scholarly
references—to gain a clearer understanding of Ibn Sa‘d’s personality and
his methodology in writing and classification, as well as to identify the
key scholarly features that distinguish his work.
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First: Classical (Traditional) Sources

The Holy Quran

1. Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn Mani‘ al-Hashimi, *al-Tabaqat al-Kubra* [The
Major Classes], edited by Ihsan ‘Abbas, 1st ed., Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1968.

2. Al-Nadim, Abiu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Ishaq, *al-Fihrist* [The Catalogue],
collated with original manuscripts and prepared for publication by Ayman Fu’ad
Sayyid, 1st ed., London: Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation, 2014.

3. Al-Aftasi al-Tarabulusi, Amin al-Dawla Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Hibat
Allah, *al-Majmii‘ah al-Lafif* [The Miscellaneous Collection], 1st ed., Beirut: Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, 1425 AH. _

4. Al-Dani, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Tahir al-Andalusi, *al-Ima’ ila Atraf Ahadith
Kitab al-Muwatta’* [Indications of the Hadith Openings in *al-Muwatta’*], edited by
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Abu ‘Abd al-Bart Rida Bt Shamah al-Jaza’irT and ‘Abd al-Bar1 ‘Abd al-Hamid, 1st
ed., Riyadh: Maktabat al-Ma‘arif for Publishing and Distribution, 1424 AH / 2003
CE.

5. Ibn al-‘Imadiyya, Wajih al-Din Mansur ibn Salim al-Iskandarani, *Dhayl Takmilat
al-Ikmal* [Supplement to the Completion of *al-Ikmal*], edited by ‘Abd al-Qayyim
‘Abd Rabb al-Nabi, 1st ed., Umm al-Qura University, 1419 AH.
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