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Abstract

This study examines Usama ibn Mungidh's Kitab al-I'tibar (488-
584 AH/1095-1188 CE) as a rare firsthand account of military practice in
the Levant throughout the sixth Islamic century/twelfth century CE,
aiming to uncover the strategic and tactical structures embedded within
the text through a critical analytical reading that remains firmly anchored
in historical context, while acknowledging that the author occupied the
position of an active participant rather than a dispassionate observer.
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Drawing on a historical-analytical methodology grounded in the close
and critical examination of primary sources, the study unfolds across five
successive axes: the biographical and intellectual context that shaped
Usama and his work; the overarching strategic principles the text
illuminates, including flexible defense, war of attrition, military
diplomacy, and psychological warfare; the granular details of field tactics
spanning cavalry operations, infantry deployment, siege warfare,
intelligence networks, and logistical systems; the geographical,
technological, human, and religious variables that converged to shape
military decision-making; and a comparative critical analysis of Islamic
and Crusader approaches to warfare as refracted through 1bn Mungidh's
analytical perspective.

The study vyields several substantive conclusions. The Kitab al-
I'tibar emerges not merely as autobiography or chronicle but as an applied
military document disclosing a coherent strategic framework that
integrates architectural fortification, field maneuver, active intelligence,
and religious motivation into a unified and internally consistent whole.
The study further demonstrates that the conflict landscape of the period
was far from a straightforward binary confrontation between Islam and
the Crusades; it was instead a layered and intricate field of rivalries in
which internal Islamic contestation and external Crusader pressure
operated simultaneously. The persistent absence of coordinated
leadership and the fragmentation of political loyalties repeatedly
squandered decisive military opportunities, notwithstanding the
individual competence and battlefield valor that combatants on the
Islamic side frequently displayed. With respect to the comparative
dimension, the study identifies shared foundational elements in the
military philosophies of both sides, imposed by terrain and tactical
necessity, even as the two parties remained structurally distinct in their
command architectures and distribution of roles. The study ultimately
affirms that the full scholarly potential of this invaluable source can only
be realized through systematic engagement with contemporary Crusader
and Byzantine sources — a research trajectory that opens fertile ground
for comparative studies capable of reconstructing a more balanced and
comprehensive understanding of the conflict and civilizational encounter
in the Levant during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
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