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Abstract...

This study examines the phenomenon of delegations and envoys
arriving at the Umayyad caliphal court in al-Andalus during the reign of
Caliph ‘Abd al-Rahman III al-Nasir 1i-Din Allah ( 309-346 AH / 921—
957 CE), drawing on al-Mugtabis by Ibn Hayyan (d. 469 AH / 1076 CE),
one of the most prominent Andalusian historical sources of the 5th
century AH / 11th century CE. The importance of this work lies in its
illumination of the relations of the Umayyad state in al-Andalus with
neighboring political powers—both Islamic and Christian—through the
lens of delegations and envoys as diplomatic instruments that reflected
the state’s power and prestige at both the regional and international
levels.
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During the reign of al-Nasir li-Din Allah, the caliphal court
witnessed notable diplomatic activity, receiving numerous delegations
and envoys from across the Islamic world and Europe. The role of these
delegations and envoys was not limited to the transmission of
information; rather, they functioned as strategic tools that contributed to
consolidating the position of the Umayyad Caliphate in al-Andalus and
enhancing its regional influence by strengthening relations with
neighboring powers and building networks of alliances and treaties. This
diplomatic activity contributed to achieving internal stability and
promoting a culture of dialogue and mutual understanding among
competing parties. It also had a direct impact on reinforcing Islamic unity
and coordinating efforts to confront shared challenges.

Ibn Hayyan paid particular attention to this phenomenon in his
work, which is considered a fundamental source for documenting the
political and diplomatic life of al-Andalus. The significance of this study
stems from its reliance on an original historical source and its attempt to
explore diplomatic relations through analyzing the content of these
delegations and envoys, the political contexts in which they were sent,
and the extent of their impact on the position of the Umayyad state within
its regional environment. This work is among the few sources that
documented these visits in detail, allowing us today to clarify the role of
such delegations in political decision-making and to present a clear
picture of the internal and external relations of the Umayyad Caliphate in
al-Andalus. This is achieved through analyzing the circumstances of
receiving these delegations, the political objectives behind their missions,
and presenting applied examples of the events recorded by the historian
in his book.
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