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Abstract:

The rise of the Abbasid Caliphate in the history of the Islamic
Caliphate marked a pivotal turning point. It adopted a more open and
tolerant policy towards the diverse ethnic and religious groups within its
vast geographical expanse across the lIslamic world. This approach
enabled the Caliphate to harness the diverse capabilities of its people,
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laying the foundation for a new era of cultural and civilizational
flourishing.

The choice of Baghdad as the capital was a clear strategic decision.
Located in the heart of Mesopotamia, the cradle of ancient civilizations,
and close to Persia and the eastern regions, it served as a bridge
connecting the Iranian, Syriac, and later Roman civilizations. This unique
location granted the Abbasid Caliphate a distinguished position among
the civilizations of the East and West, and its influence endured for over
five centuries, stretching from India in the east to Morocco in the west. In
contrast to the Umayyad approach, the Abbasid political, military, and
economic system was characterized by its inclusiveness, encompassing
Arabs, Persians, and Turks, along with mawali (non-Arab Muslims),
Jews, and people of diverse faiths and ethnicities. This enabled them to
participate actively in public life—politically, culturally, and
economically. This openness led to a broad intellectual and scientific
renaissance that extended beyond politics and economics to include
philosophy, science, and rational thought.

In this context, the era of Caliph al-Ma'mun stands out as a
particularly significant period, marked by profound cultural and structural
transformations, openness to other civilizations, and scientific and
cultural collaboration with major centers of knowledge such as Rome and
Constantinople. Thanks to the consolidation of central authority, the
suppression of rebellions, economic prosperity, and the caliphs' openness
to their people, early Abbasid society was able to create a model of a
multicultural and multiethnic society.

Arabs, Aramaic speakers, Persians, Jews, and Christians all
contributed to shaping a distinctive civilization that combined diversity
and tolerance, laying a solid foundation for rationality and cultural
development. This cultural and intellectual diversity enabled the Abbasid
civilization to take the lead among the civilizations of its time for
centuries, and to spread the values of tolerance and coexistence in their
broadest sense.
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