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Abstract:

This study examines the role of the Buyid state in reviving Shi'a
thought during the fourth and fifth centuries AH. This era represented a
pivotal stage in Islamic history< marked by the rise of new powers
capable of imposing a new political reality while preserving the religious
symbolism of the Abbasid Caliphate. The Buyids' arrival in Baghdad
constituted a decisive turning point« as the Abbasid capital fell under the
influence of Shi'a rulers for the first time. This opened new opportunities
for interaction between different schools of thought within a unique
model of political and intellectual coexistence. This interaction
manifested itself in a comprehensive patronage of knowledge and
sciences« providing a conducive environment for the flourishing of Shi‘a
thought after a period of dormancy. The Buyids understood that an
effective revival of thought required well-established institutions and
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accomplished scholars. Their policies were comprehensive« stemming
from a clear strategic vision« which included the establishment of centers
of learning and libraries that became intellectual beacons where scholars
from various schools of thought convened. This era also witnessed the
emergence of prominent scholars who contributed to the development of
Shi‘a heritage in the fields of jurisprudence« theology« and hadith.
Thought moved from the stage of compiling narrations to the stage of
theorizing and establishing foundational principles. This was not limited
to... The revival was not limited to the intellectual sphere; it extended to
the social and cultural aspects as Shi‘a rituals and ceremonies transformed
from individual practices into public« collective events. This strengthened
the collective identity of the Shi'a and legitimized these practices in the
public sphere. In this way« the Buyid state presented a distinguished
model for managing sectarian diversity within a unified Islamic
framework.
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