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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between the Holy Qur’an and
modern sciences through a systematic analysis of the significance of the
points of convergence, challenges, and intellectual and epistemological
debates between the two domains. It emphasizes that the Holy Qur’an is
not an empirical scientific textbook in the technical sense; rather, it is a
book of guidance that directs the human intellect toward contemplation of
the universe and exploration of its laws and patterns. Historically, this
intellectual orientation contributed to stimulating the development and
advancement of scientific inquiry among Muslim scholars.

With regard to points of convergence, the study highlights the
significance of the compatibility between a number of Qur’anic
references to natural and cosmic phenomena and certain findings of
modern science, including discussions related to the origin of the
universe, embryonic development, and the precision and order of the
cosmic system. It argues that such convergences should be understood
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within the framework of the Qur’an’s rhetorical and semantic
inimitability rather than as literal correspondences with scientific theories
that remain subject to revision and change.

In terms of challenges, the study addresses the problem of
arbitrarily imposing scientific theories upon the Qur’anic text and the
potentially uncontrolled interpretations that may result from such an
approach. It also discusses the epistemological challenge arising from the
evolving nature of scientific knowledge in contrast to the constancy of the
Qur’anic text. Furthermore, it examines the distinction between legitimate
scientific interpretation of the Qur’an and excessive or forced attempts to
establish scientific miraculousness.

Regarding intellectual confrontations, the study considers claims of
contradiction between the Qur’an and science. It maintains that such
perceived contradictions often arise either from misunderstanding the
Qur’anic text or from an inadequate appreciation of the nature, scope, and
limitations of scientific knowledge. The study demonstrates that a
balanced methodological approach requires distinguishing between
established and changing forms of knowledge while adopting a purposive
(magqasidr) reading of the Qur’anic text.

The study concludes by emphasizing the need to adopt a rigorous
scientific and methodological approach that integrates faith and reason. It
further affirms that the relationship between the Qur’an and science is
fundamentally one of complementarity rather than contradiction,
provided that both domains are properly understood within their
respective epistemological boundaries.
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