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Abstract

Social relationships within the university are fundamental
structural factors profoundly influencing students' learning motivation.
University life extends beyond abstract cognitive instruction to include a
complex network of interactions that play crucial functional roles in
student stability and academic identity. This comprehensive theoretical
analytical study aims to structurally analyze social variables
(relationships with peers and professors) as independent constructs and
explain their impact mechanisms on learning motivation, grounded in
"Structural Functionalism" in light of the contributions of Talcott Parsons
and Robert K. Merton. To support this theoretical proposition, the study
utilized a documentary sample of 26 previous studies (local, Arab, and
foreign) as empirical evidence, critically analyzed and functionally
classified. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach using the
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documentary method. It concluded that relationships with professors
(vertical system) go beyond knowledge transfer to include autonomy
support, modeling, and constructive feedback, performing "manifest
functions" related to goal attainment and latency (pattern maintenance).
Meanwhile, relationships with peers (horizontal system) perform "latent
functions” concerning adaptation, social integration, social comparison,
and mutual support. Based on the (AGIL) model, the study formulated a
proposed theoretical model illustrating the dynamics of these interactions
to protect students from "academic alienation™ and "structural strain™,

offering recommendations to enhance the quality of the university's social
fabric.
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