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Abstract:

The Vizierate is considered one of the oldest and most significant
administrative offices in the Islamic State, serving as the executive arm
and the mastermind behind the affairs of governance. Its philosophy is
derived from the concepts of "assistance and support"; the Vizier (Wazir)
is the one who relieves the ruler of his administrative burdens and acts as
a fortress of counsel. Thus, the office became the essential link between
the pinnacle of the political pyramid (the Caliph) and the base of the
administrative apparatus (the subjects and the Diwans).

The Vizierate underwent a major transformation. In early Islam, it
began as a “practical exercise" based on Shura (consultation) without a
formal title. In the Umayyad era, The Vizierate evolved to take on a
clerical nature (The Secretariat). It reached its peak of maturity during
the First Abbasid Period (132-232 AH / 750-847 AD), which represents
the golden age of this office. Influenced by Persian administrative
systems, The Vizierate became an established and regulated "official
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institution,"” with Abu Salama al-Khallal being the first to formally hold
the title.

Strict qualities were required for a Vizier, including integrity, exceptional
intelligence, political acumen, and extensive knowledge of both Sharia
(Islamic law) and administration. The privileges of the office were
iImmense; the Vizier was the second-in-command after the Caliph. He
was granted "Robes of Honor,"” received substantial salaries, and
supervised the Diwans, the military, and the land tax (Kharaj).
Furthermore, he was formally addressed as the "Master of the Sword and
the Pen."
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