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Abstract

The ancient Sumerians are considered among the earliest
civilizations that made significant contributions to the development of
sculpture in Mesopotamia. Their artistic production was characterized by
a clear symbolic style, particularly evident in their religious and funerary
statues distinguished by wide, exaggerated eyes. This striking visual
feature attracted the attention of many scholars, who sought to interpret
its meanings and symbolic implications within the social and religious
contexts of Sumerian society. The disproportionately large eyes, which
often appear inconsistent with the size of the face, reflect a deliberate
artistic intention rather than mere stylistic exaggeration .Sumerian
sculptors carved the eyes deeply and emphasized the pupils using
precious stones or luminous materials, creating a fixed, forward-facing
gaze that conveys a sense of constant vigilance, reverence, and spiritual
awareness. Some researchers interpret this exaggerated eye form as a
symbol of spiritual readiness and sacred fear in the presence of the gods,
reflecting the Sumerian perception of the relationship between humans
and the divine. In this context, the votive statue functioned as a symbolic
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substitute for its owner, standing perpetually in the temple to perform
worship and devotion on their behalf .Furthermore, these statues were not
merely artistic representations but served as symbolic means of
communication between humans and the gods, embodying the concept of
continuous observation and readiness to receive divine blessings and
inspiration. The use of white coloring in the pupils further reinforced this
symbolism, as white was associated in Sumerian culture with purity,
sanctity, and spiritual clarity. Consequently, the wide eyes became a
visual expression of sincere devotion and ritual purity .In addition to their
religious significance, wide eyes were employed to emphasize symbolic
presence, authority, and power, particularly in statues of priests and rulers
placed within temples. Thus, the wide eyes of Sumerian statues represent
a profound artistic and symbolic element that reflects the Sumerian
worldview of the sacred realm and humanity’s role within the cosmic
order. They stand as important evidence of the development of religious
thought and artistic expression in ancient Mesopotamian civilization.
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