O A0 e il 33 s LN Alga g (BDAY) JDadY) (o B jaad) J gbi oy
- A
2 Al g 4 sSua ()

DgSime ¢l (e A3l dualyd 1E) ) Dolgig FISHI UMYy B)Lasell Jgd
Aiiadig
Jdle olis ol
saman.alee@soran.edu.iq

8
zﬂ Olygen dmal « oY &S (G ‘o..ug cdelue (wydw
2
. |
-1
-5
=
iE
—
E

sl 2l )by
diyarmahir8 @gmail.com
Joun E>b cdeluns iy
Eades S grinno &55:0
reving.masoud@gmail.com
Jauwn E>L cdelun yde

brind dasSae Gl (ol Ailes (BAY) ol A lizal) cilalsl)

F Gl alid) duds
— PN o Hlcanll Joil L asles 290e Sy, jalh jale L, glée glla, e
Glahall s 5 Ana, Hleindiy 4agSia Cnl G Alke A 1)l dulgsy DAY
cAzaaed) Y Tralaall Y e YT Gl cdnlaaY)

cidlal) Gsdal Loluy) plial Lad) cagar padse giial) Joash gg (o Gl 12
Cuagl) Jaad (A haid mui (Creative Commons Attribution ) il

Aylad GaleY Aaladiu

Registered (s 4w Indexed (s A g

e |
% o e (Lo ALl (g ccitgall ) Janll ol dayd (uAY) aa 4L
R
4 ROAD IASJ

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 8
0.9 (ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)


mailto:saman.alee@soran.edu.iq
mailto:saman.alee@soran.edu.iq
mailto:diyarmahir8@gmail.com
mailto:diyarmahir8@gmail.com
mailto:reving.masoud@gmail.com
mailto:reving.masoud@gmail.com

o A0 Al 3 o N Algs g ADAY) DY) (B laadl J g8 %
i A
2 Al g 4 sSua ()

The Decline of Civilization Between Moral Dissolution and the End
of History: A Comparative Study of Ibn Miskawayh and Spengler

Saman Othman alee
saman.alee@soran.edu.iq
Assistant Lecturer, Department of History, College of Arts, Soran
University
Diyar Mahir Tahir
diyarmahir8@gmail.com
Assistant Lecturer, Independent Researcher
Reving Masoud Saleem
reving.masoud@gmail.com
Assistant Lecturer, Independent Researcher

Keywords : History, Ethics, End of History, Miskawayh, Spengler.

How To Cite This Article

Alee ,Saman Othman ,Diyar Mahir Tahir Reving Masoud Saleem ,The
Decline of Civilization Between Moral Dissolution and the End of
History: A Comparative Study of Ibn Miskawayh and Spengler ,Journal
Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies, August 2026,Volume:16,
Issue 8.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

EY MG MD

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Abstract

This study offers a profound philosophical and historical endeavor to
compare two major worldviews on the decline of civilizations: the
voluntaristic moral theory of Ibn Miskawayh and the deterministic
organic theory of Oswald Spengler. The investigation begins in the first
section with a general conceptual framework to define power and social
dynamics. The second section sheds light on how, according to
Miskawayh, inner human decay and the dominance of base desires such
as ignorance and tyranny lead to the destruction of the psychological
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architecture and the subsequent disintegration of social order. This
perspective stems from his absolute belief in human free will and the
capacity for reform through reason and virtues like wisdom, courage, and
justice.

Conversely, the third section explores the pessimistic philosophy of
Oswald Spengler, who perceives history as a collection of living
organisms with predetermined lifespans that cannot escape their
inevitable destiny. For Spengler, the transition from a vibrant, spiritual
"Culture" to a rigid, material "Civilization" signals the aging and ultimate
death of any civilization a natural law that no human will can alter, as
demonstrated in The Decline of the West*. Consequently, Spengler
minimizes human agency in shaping events, arguing that historical ideas
forge figures like Napoleon, rather than the other way around.
Against this backdrop, the fourth section offers a comparative and critical
reading that examines the intermingling of civilizations, environmental
factors, and the psychology of fear. It reveals that while both thinkers
converge on the ultimate inevitability of civilizational collapse, their
primary divergence lies in causality« while Miskawayh attributes decline
to human reason and morality, Spengler links it directly to cosmic and
natural laws. Ultimately, this study concludes that human history remains
an eternal struggle, suspended between the willful reform of the inner self
and the determinism of time.
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