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Abstract

Almost every people, especially Arab societies, and particularly
Baghdadi society, has its marginalized groups. A study of the economic
conditions of these marginalized individuals reveals the enormous class
gap that characterized Abbasid society in general, and the marginalized in
particular. This class included those engaged in simple, toiling, and
impoverished professions, such as laborers, porters, weavers, cleaners,
and others. We must also remember the impoverished non-Muslims
(dhimmi) who struggled for the most basic necessities of life, such as
food, clothing, and shelter. These groups depended on the fringes of the
affluent classes, such as the caliphs and ministers. This class suffered
from abject poverty, resorting to begging and soliciting to survive.
Meanwhile, Baghdad was a center of wealth, literature, and legendary
luxury for the ruling class and wealthy merchants. This led to numerous
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rebellions and uprisings against the Abbasid state, the most significant
and famous of which was the so-called "Revolt of the Hungry." Due to
the deteriorating political situation and the Abbasid state's weakness in
addressing it, Baghdad fell internally before it fell politically. This
chapter stems from the unique spatial and economic geography of
Baghdad, where the duality of (Karkh and Rusafa) was not merely a
geographical division, but rather a reflection of a clear class and
economic differentiation, as the Karkh side, with its shops, markets, and
narrow alleys, formed the main stage for the movement of the common
people, the marginalized, and the vagrants, while Rusafa, with its
peripheral pockets, was a refuge for those whose means of livelihood
were limited.
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Sources and References

1.Al-"Idl: One of the two loads of a camel. This term is only used for a load. It is
called "Idl because it is equal to the other in measure and weight. (Ibn Manzur, Lisan

al-"Arab, vol. 2(

2.Al-Rabi” ibn Yunus: He is Al-Fadl ibn Yunus ibn Muhammad ibn “Abd Allah ibn
Abi Farwa, the freedman of Al-Harith Al-Haffar, the freedman of “Uthman ibn
“Affan. He was one of the famous ministers in the Abbasid state and was the
chamberlain of Abu Ja'far Al-Mansur. He died in Baghdad (170 AH - 786 CE). (lbn

Khallikan, Wafayat al-A’yan wa Anba’ Abna" Al-Zaman, vol. 2(
3.1bn Al-"Adim, "Umar ibn Ahmad ibn Hibat Allah ibn Jaradah Al-"Ugayli, Bughyat
al-Talab fi Tarikh Halab, edited by Suhayl Zakkar, Dar Al-Fikr, (n.p., n.d.), vol. 8.

4.Al-Harami: He is Safi Al-Harami, the servant and freedman of Caliph Al-Mu'tadid.
He was the master of the entire state and was in charge of the Caliph's palace. He was
called Al-Harami because he stayed in the palace. He died in the year (298 AH/910
CE), see: Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Muntazam fi Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk, vol. 13

5.Hammad ibn Sabur ibn al-Mubarak (95-155 AH/714-772 CE), Abu al-Qasim, was
the first to be called a narrator. He was one of the most knowledgeable people about
the history, poetry, stories, genealogies, and languages of the Arabs. He was
originally from Daylam and was born in Kufa. He traveled through the desert and
journeyed to Syria, where he gained prominence among the Umayyads. They
consulted him and asked him about the history and sciences of the Arabs, and they

rewarded him generously. See: Al-A'lam by al-Zarkali, vol. 2.

6.Al-Mufaddal al-Dhabi (168 AH/784 CE), one of the most important scholars of
Abbasid literature. He belonged to the Adnanite tribe of Dabba and was the leading
figure of the Kufan school of language and grammar. He was a reliable narrator of
pre-Islamic poetry and was distinguished by his trustworthiness and accuracy in
transmission. He contributed to the preservation and transmission of the heritage. See:
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Al-Dhabi, Al-Mufaddal ibn Muhammad ibn Ya'la ibn Salim Al-Mufaddaliyyat, 6th
ed., edited by Ahmad Muhammad Shakir and others, Dar al-Ma'arif (Cairo: n.d(-

7.Al-Mufaddal al-Dhabi, Amthal al-'Arab, edited by Ihsan Abbas (Beirut: 1981.(

8. ( )Al-Isfahani, Al-Aghani, vol. 20, p. 6; Al-Isami, Abd al-Malik ibn Husayn, Samt
al-Nujum al-Awali fi Anba' al-Awa'il wa al-Tawali, vol. 3, edited by Adil Ahmad
Abd al-Mawjud and others, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, (Beirut: 1998), vol. 3, p. 392
9.Muslim ibn al-Walid al-Ansari (d. 208 AH/823 CE), by affiliation, Abu al-Walid,
known as Sari' al-Ghawani, a love poet. He was the first to frequently employ badi'
(rhetorical embellishment), and other poets followed his example. He was from Kufa
and settled in Baghdad. He recited to al-Rashid al-Abbasi the following lines: "Life is
nothing but to spend the evening with youth and the morning, a victim of the cup and
the beautiful eyes."” Al-Rashid nicknamed him Sari' al-Ghawani, and he became
known by this name. See: al-Zarkali, al-A'lam, vol. 7.

10.Yazid ibn Mazid ibn Za'ida al-Shaybani, Abu Khalid, an emir and one of the brave
commanders. He was governor of Armenia and Azerbaijan, and Harun al-Rashid
appointed him to fight al-Walid ibn Tarif. Al-Shaybani was a great Kharijite leader in
his time. He killed Ibn Tarif (in 179 AH/795 CE) and returned to Armenia. He also
governed Yemen, and there are many accounts of his bravery and generosity. He died
in Barda, in Azerbaijan, and many poets wrote elegies for him. See: Al-Zarkali, Al-
A'lam, vol. 8.

11.1bn al-Qala’i, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hasan, Tahdhib al-Riyasa
wa Tartib al-Siyasa, edited by Ibrahim Yusuf Mustafa Aju, Maktabat al-Manar
(Jordan, n.d.(-

12.Harragat, a branch of the Juhayna tribe. They are located in the region of Bani
Murra, northwest of the Arabian Peninsula. See: Al-Asgalani, Ahmad ibn Ali ibn
Hajar Abu al-Fadl, Fath al-Bari, vol. 7.

13.Abu al-'Atahiyah (130-211 AH/748-826 CE), Ismail ibn al-Qasim ibn Suwayd al-
'‘Ayni, al-'Anazi (from the 'Anza tribe) by affiliation, Abu Ishag, the famous B. Abu
al-Atahiyah: A prolific poet, quick-witted, whose poetry was innovative. He used to
compose one hundred and fifty verses a day and is considered one of the leading poets
of the early Abbasid era. See: al-Zarkali, al-A'lam, vol. 1.

14.Bard: A small, square black garment worn by Bedouins to hold something inside.
See: al-Farisi, Abu al-Hasan Abd al-Ghafir ibn Ismail, Majma' al-Ghara'ib wa Manba'
al-Ragha'ib, edited by Dr. Abdullah ibn Nasir ibn Muhammad al-Qarni and others,
Dar Lata'if for Publishing and Distribution (Kuwait: 2022.(

15.Miswak: A stick from the arak tree used for cleaning teeth. To address the issue of
change and the like, see: Al-Nawawi, Abu Zakariya Muhyi al-Din Sharaf, Al-Majmu'’
Sharh al-Muhadhdhab, edited by Muhammad Najib al-Muti'i, Al-lrshad Library
(Cairo: 1980), vol. 1.

16.Grunebaum, Gustav von, Abbasid Poets, edited by lhsan Abbas, Al-Hayat Library

Publications (Beirut: 1959), p. 124.
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17.Yahya ibn Marwan ibn Abi al-Janub (d. c. 265 AH/880 CE), a poet and governor,
known as Abu Marwan, who sat with Caliph al-Mutawakkil, who called him

"Mahmoud." See: Al-Zarkali, Al-A'lam, vol. 8.

18.Al-Jahiz, Al-Taj fi Akhlaq al-Muluk, edited by Ahmad Zaki Pasha, Al-Matba'ah
al-Amiriyah (Cairo: 1914).

19.He is Abu Ja far Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Makki, nicknamed Tanin. He was one of the
most prominent and accomplished narrators of masterful singing. Ishaq preferred him,
praised him, and openly sang his praises. It is believed that he died in the 3rd century

AH (9th century CE). (Al-Nuwayri, Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab, vol. 4(

20.Miskawayh, Abu Ali Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ya'qub, Tajarib al-Umam wa
Ta agib al-Himam, 2nd ed., edited by Abu al-Qasim Imami, (Tehran: 2000 CE), vol.

4.

21.Bamakhrama, Abu Muhammad al-Tayyib ibn Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Ali,
Qiladat al-Nahr fi Wafayat A'yan al-Dahr, edited by Bu Juma'a Makri, Dar al-

Minhaj, (Jeddah: 2008 CE), vol. 2.
22.Al-Qurtubi, 'Arib ibn Sa'd, Sila't Tarikh al-Tabari, 2nd ed., Dar al-Turath, (Beirut:
1958), Sila't Tarikh al-Tabari, vol. 11.

23.Al-Hamadhani, Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Malik ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad Abu al-
Hasan, ed. Albert Yusuf Kanaan, Catholic Press, (Beirut: 1958), Takmilat Tarikh al-
Tabari, p. 122; Al-Suli, Akhbar al-Radi wa al-Muttaqi
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