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Abstract:

This study examines the fundamental shift in the United States'
strategy toward the Arabian Gulf following the Israeli-American military
campaign against lIran, analyzing how Washington has adapted its
regional footprint to consolidate long-term hegemony. The research
problem highlights the challenge of transforming a traditional military
deployment into a flexible system of "residual hegemony,” aimed at
building an exclusive post-conflict security and economic architecture
while excluding global rivals like China and Russia. To address this, the
study hypothesizes that the restructuring of the US military presence
reflects an evolution toward a technologically superior deterrent system,
the integration of Israel into the Gulf security framework, and the
enforcement of geoeconomic parameters to secure energy and data
corridors. The main body examines military transformations, detailing
how Washington has adapted to missile threats by relying on Al-driven
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multi-layered defense networks and task-oriented maritime coalitions to
secure vital waterways like the Strait of Hormuz. Geopolitically, the
study demonstrates how transferring Israel to CENTCOM established a
unified deterrent front to counter regional threats while curbing Chinese
and Russian penetration through technological and security vetoes.
Economically, Washington leverages energy market stabilization,
sovereign investment alignment, and exclusive reconstruction
frameworks to embed Gulf capital into Western financial and
technological ecosystems. Ultimately, the study underscores its
significance by offering a comprehensive framework for understanding
how post-conflict recovery and structural interdependence are
weaponized to permanently secure US strategic interests in the Gulf.
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°. Sascha Bruchmann, “In Search of Deterrence and Stability: CENTCOM Force
Posture in 2025,” IISS Online Analysis, 17 October 2025,

, https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2025/10/in-search-of-
deterrence-and-stability-centcom-force-posture-in-2025/. Date of Visit 27 June 2026
®- Thomas Gibbons-Neff and Andrea DiCenzo, "Placing US Troops in Middle East
Hotels May Violate Laws of War,"” *The New York Times*, republished via *GV
Wire*, April 1, 2026, https://gvwire.com/2026/04/01/placing-us-troops-in-middle-
east-hotels-may-violate-laws-of-war/ Date of Visit 27 June 2026.
"~ Aaron Brantly, “A Web of Sensors: How the US Tracks Incoming Missiles and

Drones From Iran,” The Conversation, University of Mississippi, published March 21,

2026, https://theconversation.com/a-web-of-sensors-how-the-us-tracks-incoming-

missiles-and-drones-from-iran Date of Visit 27 June 2026.
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. Can Kasapoglu, “The Strait of Hormuz Under Pressure: Asymmetric Naval

War and Signs of Elite Fragmentation in Iran,” Hudson Institute, April 24, 2026
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/strait-hormuz-under-pressure-
asymmetric-naval-war-signs-elite-can-kasapoglu Date of Visit 1 June 2026.

1. The Arab Weekly, “In Asymmetrical Warfare Tactic, Iran Weaponises Global
Energy Artery,” March 14, 2026, Date of Visit 1 June 2026..
https://share.google/ezb7y8Xalc5rPjPsU

“_ Yanir Kapach, “Five Years Since Isracl’s Transfer to CENTCOM: An
Organizational Change or a Regional Revolution?” Institute for National Security
Studies (INSS), INSS Insight No. 2085, January 18, 2026, available at:
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/centcom-5-years/ Date of Visit 1 June 2026

12 Moving Israel to CENTCOM: Another Step Into the Light
https://share.google/Xm98xelpkncWGfMFEq Date of Visit 1 June 2026

3. walid ‘Abd al-Hay, “Academic Paper: Israeli Intelligence Penetration in Arab
States,” AL-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations, 5 January 2026, accessed
4  July 2026, https://eng.alzaytouna.net/2026/01/05/academic-paper-israeli-
intelligence-penetration-in-arab-states/ Date of Visit 4 June 2026

_ Glenn A. Henke, “Enduring Threats and Enduring Presence: Integrated Air and
Missile Defense in the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility,” Military
Review, Space & Missile
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Defense 2024, 141 https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Portals/7/military-
review/Archives/English/March-2024/Enduring-Threats-and-Enduring-
Presence/HENKE-UA.pdf Date of Visit 4 June 2026

5. Saoud Al-Eshaq and Ali Bakir, "Dynamic Security Regime: Analyzing UAE-
Israel Security and Defense Cooperation Post Abraham Accords,” Alternatives:
Global, Local, Political 51, no. 3 (2025), https://doi.org/10.1177/03043754251359980
(Original link: https://journals.sagepub.com/home/alt Date of Visit 4 June 2026

16 _ Zanotti, Jim. "Israel: Major Issues and U.S. Relations." CRS Report No. R44245.
Washington, DC: Congressional Research Service, February 7, 2026.
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R44245 Date of Visit 5 June 2026

17_ John M. Schuessler, "Ambivalant Offshore Balancer: America in the Middle East
and Beyond,” Parameters 53, no. 4 (Winter Issue, 2023): Art. 11,
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/parameters Date of Visit 6 June 2026

18 ),k Becca Wasser et al., Crossroads of Competition: China, Russia, and the
United States in the Middle East (Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2022),
https://share.google/S8xJqztML4vHaG6YP Date of Visit 6 June 2026.

9 Luis da Vinha, "The Sino-American Rivalry and Arabian Gulf Security," China
Quarterly of International Strategic Studies 8, no. 3n04 (2022): 215-242,
https://doi.org/10.1142/S2377740022500099 Date of Visit 7 June 2026.

20_ Jordan Ryan, "Iran War Unravels U.S. Strategy and Strengthens Russia—China
Axis," *Toda Peace Institute*, March 24, 2026, https://toda.org/global-outlooks/iran-
war-unravels-us-strategy-and-strengthens-russia-china-axis/  Date of Visit 7 June

2026.
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2 _ Samantha Gross, The Iran Conflict’s Energy Shocks Are Not Yet Fully Realized,
Brookings Institution, April 1, 2026, Available at:
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-iran-conflicts-energy-shocks-are-not-yet-fully-
realized/ Date of Visit 9 June 2026.

24 _ Filip Rudnik, When Trouble Strikes, Turn to the Kremlin: How the Strait of
Hormuz Blockade Benefits Russian Oil Exports, Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW),
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June 29, 2026, Available at: https://studies.aljazeera.net/ar/article/6450 Date of Visit 9
June 2026.

2. Soliman, Mohammed. "Al, the Gulf, and the US: A Primer." Middle East
Institute,26 Feb. 2026, https://mei.edu/report/ai-the-gulf-and-the-us-a-primer/ Date of
Visit 10 June 2026.

26 _ Rebecca Patterson, "Disappearing Gulf Capital: The Iran War Risk Wall Street
Isn't  Watching,” Council on  Foreign Relations, May 1, 2026,
https://www.cfr.org/articles/disappearing-gulf-capital-the-iran-war-risk-wall-street-
isnt-watching. Date of Visit 11 June 2026.

2" . Daniel Benaim and Elisa Ewers, "Why America Can't Walk Away from the Gulf
Economies,” TIME, May 18, 2026, https://time.com/why-america-cant-walk-away-
from-the-gulf-economies Date of Visit 11 June 2026.

28 _ Amr Hamzawy and Kathryn Selfe, "In the Middle East and North Africa, America
and China Converge More Than They Diverge,” Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, July 1, 2026, https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2026/07/in-
the-middle-east-and-north-africa-america-and-china-converge-more-than-they-
diverge Date of Visit 12 June 2026.

»_ Romaeus Hover, Gertrud Buchenrieder, and Joel Sokolsky, "Economic
interdependence and the likelihood of war — a systematic literature review," Cogent
Social Sciences 11, no. 1 (2025): Article 2488114,
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2025.2488114. Date of Visit 13 June 2026.
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David B. Roberts, “The Gulf’s Evolving Security Mosaic: Balancing the Manifest
Retrenchment and Latent Influence of the United States,” International Affairs 101,
no. 6 (November 2025): 2193-2214, https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiaf183.
- Middle East Eye «"WSJ: US weighs shifting some Gulf military bases to Israel after
Iran strikes™ <26 Y« Y1 sxis https://www.newstarget.com/2026-06-29-pentagon-plans-
relocate-qulf-bases-from-iran.htmi

- Atlantic Council, "[Insert Report Title Here]", Strategic Reports, [Author's Name if

Available at: https://www.atlanticcouncil.org
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- Sascha Bruchmann, “In Search of Deterrence and Stability: CENTCOM Force
Posture in 2025,” IISS Online Analysis, 17 October 2025,
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2025/10/in-search-of-deterrence-
and-stability-centcom-force-posture-in-2025/.
Thomas Gibbons-Neff and Andrea DiCenzo, "Placing US Troops in Middle East
Hotels May Violate Laws of War,"” *The New York Times*, republished via *GV
Wire*, April 1, 2026, https://gvwire.com/2026/04/01/placing-us-troops-in-middle-
east-hotels-may-violate-laws-of-war/
Aaron Brantly, “A Web of Sensors: How the US Tracks Incoming Missiles and
Drones From Iran,” The Conversation, University of Mississippi, published March 21,
2026, https://theconversation.com/a-web-of-sensors-how-the-us-tracks-incoming-
missiles-and-drones-from-iran
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- Can Kasapoglu, “The Strait of Hormuz Under Pressure:

Asymmetric Naval War and Signs of Elite Fragmentation in Iran,” Hudson
Institute, April 24, 2026
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/strait-hormuz-under-pressure-
asymmetric-naval-war-signs-elite-can-kasapoglu

%0_ The Arab Weekly, “In Asymmetrical Warfare Tactic, Iran Weaponises Global
Energy Artery,” March 14, 2026,

https://share.google/ezb7y8Xalc5rPjPsU

- Yanir Kapach, “Five Years Since Israel’s Transfer to CENTCOM: An
Organizational Change or a Regional Revolution?” Institute for National Security
Studies (INSS), INSS Insight No. 2085, January 18, 2026, available at:
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/centcom-5-years/

- Moving Israel to CENTCOM: Another Step Into the Light
https://share.google/Xm98xelpkncWGfMFEq

- Walid ‘Abd al-Hay, “Academic Paper: Israeli Intelligence Penetration in Arab
States,” AL-Zaytouna Centre for Studies and Consultations, 5 January 2026, accessed
4 July 2026, https://eng.alzaytouna.net/2026/01/05/academic-paper-israeli-
intelligence-penetration-in-arab-states/
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