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Abstract :

Popular sovereignty constitutes one of the fundamental principles
from which public authorities derive their legitimacy. It forms the
cornerstone of modern democratic systems, as its effect is not confined
merely to the election of the people's representatives, but extends to
empowering the people to exercise oversight over them whenever they
deviate from the fundamental principles enshrined in the Constitution.
The popular will finds expression in the regulation of numerous
constitutional matters, most notably parliamentary functions and
parliamentary dissolution. The Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of
2005 has adopted indirect popular dissolution (parliamentary self-
dissolution) and has established it as the sole constitutional mechanism
for terminating the parliamentary term prior to its expiry. In contrast, the
Constitution of the Republic of Latvia of 1922 has embraced direct
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popular dissolution by granting the electorate a direct role in determining
the fate of Parliament through a popular referendum as one of the
manifestations of semi-direct democracy. This study seeks to examine the
constitutional dimensions and forms of popular dissolution and to
distinguish it from related concepts. It further analyses the constitutional
provisions governing this mechanism in comparative constitutional
systems, with a view to assessing the possibility of drawing upon such
experiences to develop the Iragi constitutional framework in a manner
that reinforces the role of popular sovereignty in overseeing
parliamentary functions and achieves a balance between the stability of
constitutional institutions and the people's right to monitor and hold the
legislative authority accountable whenever it abuses the powers conferred
upon it under constitutional provisions.
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Parliamentary Systems (lraq as a Model)," a research paper published in the Journal
of Political Issues, Issue (56), 2020.

.YDr. Aziz Musleh Hussein, "Means of Dissolving Parliament in Iraqi Constitutions
(1925-2005)," a research paper published in the Journal of the College of Law and
Political Science, Iragi University, 2025.

ADr. Adnan Ajil Obeid, "Dissolving Parliament in Iragq: Between Excess and
Neglect,” Al-Muhaqqig Al-Hilli Journal of Legal and Political Sciences, Babylon,
2012.

.4Lama Ali Faraj, "The Popular Solution," a research paper published in the Journal
of the College of Arts, Al-Mustansiriya University, Issue (86), no publication date.

.Y *Muhammad Abdul Jari, "Resignation of a Member of Parliament in Comparative
Political Systems," a research paper published in the Babel Journal of Human
Sciences, Volume (31), Issue (4), 2023.

Fourth: Constitutions

.YThe Constitution of the Republic of Latvia of 1922 (in force(

.YThe Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of 2005 (in force(

Fifth: Laws

. The Internal Regulations of the Iragi Council of Representatives No. (1) of 2022 (in
force(
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.YThe Law on Replacing Members of the Council of Representatives No. (6) of 2006,
as amended by Law No. (49) of 2007 and further amended by the Second Amendment
Law No. (15) of 2023.

Sixth: Websites

.Y The official website of the Latvian Parliament at the following link: Constitution -
Latvijas Republikas Saeima.
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