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Abstract

This study examines the dialectical relationship between apocalypticism
and messianism in contemporary politics. It argues that both concepts
have evolved from religious ideas into political frameworks for
interpreting crises and producing political legitimacy. The study
highlights the growing influence of narratives of collapse and salvation in
shaping political discourse and collective consciousness.The research
explores how apocalypticism and messianism interact within
contemporary political thought and assumes that they function as
complementary structures: apocalypticism frames political reality through
narratives of crisis and collapse, while messianism offers narratives of
redemption through exceptional leadership or political projects.The study
concludes that both concepts have become influential analytical
frameworks in contemporary politics. Apocalypticism reinforces
perceptions of existential threat, whereas messianism legitimizes political
authority by presenting it as a means of collective salvation. Their
interaction helps explain the persistence of crisis-centered political
discourse in the contemporary world. This research begins with the
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premise that apocalypticism and messianism are not merely concepts with
religious roots, but rather constitute an interconnected interpretive
framework that is repurposed in contemporary politics to generate
political meaning, legitimacy, and crisis management. The study posits
that the relationship between them is dialectical and functional;
apocalypticism produces a narrative of collapse and existential threat,
while messianism produces a narrative of salvation and the restoration of
order.
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19 Ben Jones, Apocalypse without God: Apocalyptic Thought, Ideal Politics, and the
Limits of Utopian Hope (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022), p 3.

1 Ben Jones, Apocalypse without God, p9.

12 Ben Jones, Apocalypse without God,p10.

13 Scholem, Gershom G., The Messianic Idea in Judaism and Other Essays on Jewish
Spirituality, Schocken Books, 1971, pp. 35-42.

4 Collins, John J., The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to Jewish
Apocalyptic Literature, 3rd ed., Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2016, pp. 250-258.
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18 Matthew V. Novenson, The Grammar of Messianism: An Ancient Jewish Political
Idiom and Its Users (New York: Oxford University Press, 2017), p.4.

19 Matthew V. Novenson, The Grammar of Messianism: p.8.

2% Jacob Taubes, Occidental Eschatology, trans. David Ratmoko (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2009), p.10.

21 Matthew V. Novenson, The Grammar of Messianism: p.p. 9-11.

22 \Joegelin, Eric, The New Science of Politics, University of Chicago Press, 1952, pp.
107-115.

28 Schmitt, Carl, Political Theology: Four Chapters on the Concept of Sovereignty,
University of Chicago Press, 2005 (original German ed. 1922), pp. 36-52.

24 \Weber, Max, Economy and Society, University of California Press, 1978, pp. 241
254,

2Look at: Reinhart Koselleck, Futures Past: On the Semantics of Historical Time,
trans. Keith Tribe (New York: Columbia University Press, 2004).

26 George W. Bush, Address to a Joint Session of Congress and the American People,
September 20, 2001, The White House, Office of the Press Secretary,
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010920-
8.html.
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% United Nations Secretary-General, Twenty-first Report of the Secretary-General on
the Threat Posed by ISIL (Da'esh) to International Peace and Security (New York:
United Nations, 2025).
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% For more information look at: Ulrich Beck, World at Risk (Cambridge: Polity Press,

2009).
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%0 Jan Kershaw, The Hitler Myth: Image and Reality in the Third Reich (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2001),p.p. 35-58.

*IFore more informatioms look at: Jacob L. Talmon, Political Messianism: The
Romantic Phase (London: Secker & Warburg, 1960).
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% Look at: Abdulaziz Sachedina, Islamic Messianism: The Idea of Mahdi in Twelver
Shi‘ism (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1981),p.p. 171-188

*® Thomas Blom Hansen, The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in
Modern India (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1999),p.p. 79-102
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" Emilio Gentile, Politics as Religion (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
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8 Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread
of Nationalism, rev. ed. (London: Verso, 2006),p.p. 163-185.

George L. Mosse, The Nationalization of the Masses: Political Symbolism and Mass
Movements in Germany from the Napoleonic Wars through the Third Reich (New
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