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Abstract

This study examines Kurdish presence in Kitab al-I'tibar by Usama
ibn Mungidh (488-584 AH / 1095-1188 CE), a source whose scholarly
value derives less from its systematic organisation than from its author's
sustained, first-hand engagement with nearly nine decades of military and
political life across the medieval Islamic world. The starting point of the
research is the observation that Kurds appear with remarkable frequency
throughout the text, yet this phenomenon has received little dedicated
attention in existing scholarship, which has tended to approach al-I‘tibar
through the lenses of chivalry, the Crusades, and daily life without
pausing to examine the Kurdish dimension on its own terms.
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The research reads the relevant passages through a methodology that
combines literary analysis attentive to the author's subjectivity and
selectivity with historical criticism grounded in the criteria of direct
witness and reliable transmission. Its central findings are that lbn
Mungidh consistently presented Kurds across three interlocking registers:
as fighters fully embedded in mixed Islamic forces alongside Arabs and
Turks under a shared banner; as warriors animated by a value system
centred on loyalty, religious commitment, and courage; and as human
beings susceptible to tragedy, grief, and the full range of human fragility.
The study further demonstrates that the source's unusual documentary
worth lies precisely in its personal, eyewitness character, which captured
Kurds in the texture of lived experience rather than in the abstracted
categories of official discourse. Kurdish integration into the military and
social fabric of Shayzar and its surroundings was not a contingent
arrangement but a historically rooted relationship that surfaces in the
author's repeated expressions of esteem, grief, and admiration.
Geographically, the study traces Kurdish presence from Shayzar and the
Orontes basin through Hama, Homs, and Hisn al-Jisr, extending to the
Kurdish highland regions around Mosul and Diyar Bakr.
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