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Abstract

This study examines digital diplomacy as one of the most
significant transformations in contemporary international relations, driven
by the rapid advancement of modern technology that has fundamentally
reshaped the tools and methods of foreign policy. The research provides a
theoretical grounding for this concept within the major analytical
frameworks of international relations—Realism, Liberalism, and
Constructivism—Dbefore analyzing the key digital instruments employed
by states, including the Internet, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and
social media platforms. A descriptive-analytical and comparative
methodology is adopted, supported by three case studies: the United
States, the European Union, and China's engagement in Africa, with
additional reference to emerging Arab experiences, particularly that of
Irag. The findings indicate that digital diplomacy functions as a
complementary tool rather than a substitute for traditional diplomacy, that
digital infrastructure has become a genuine indicator of international
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influence, and that cybersecurity now constitutes a central pillar of
modern foreign policy. The study recommends increased investment in
digital infrastructure in developing countries, stronger international
cooperation to counter disinformation and cyberattacks, and the formal
integration of digital diplomacy into national foreign policy strategies.
The importance of this research is evident in three dimensions:
Academically, it contributes to enriching theoretical studies on
international relations in the digital age by linking traditional theories
with digital diplomacy. Practically, it offers recommendations to
policymakers on how to use technology to enhance foreign policy and
counter disinformation and cyberattacks. Chronologically, the research
focuses on the period from 2010 to 2025, a phase of intensive digital
transformation in international relations.
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