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Abstract

Economic sanctions are among the primary tools used by the
Security Council to maintain international peace and security. The UN
Charter grants the Council the authority to impose these sanctions under
Chapter VII, specifically Articles 41 and 42. Despite the legal and
political significance of this authority, it is not absolute. The Security
Council faces a number of legal and political constraints that limit the
scope and effectiveness of applying economic sanctions. These
constraints stem primarily from the delicate balance between the need to
maintain international security and respect the sovereignty of states, along
with adherence to fundamental principles of international law, such as the
principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of states and the
protection of human rights, as well as the practical challenges of
implementing these sanctions on the ground.
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Among the most prominent of these legal constraints are those
related to the need to respect the principles of international legitimacy,
including the requirement that measures be proportionate to the threat,
avoid exposing civilian populations to unjustified harm, and technical
controls related to the right of member states to self-defense and
compliance with international humanitarian law during the imposition of
sanctions. The Security Council also faces clear political challenges, most
notably the veto power held by the permanent members, which can limit
the ability to impose sanctions or steer them to serve specific political
interests.
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