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Abstract

The Abbasid era, which extended from the middle of the second
century AH until the fall of Baghdad in the middle of the seventh century
AH, witnessed extensive development in urban planning, agriculture, and
industry. This made water management a state priority, ensuring that the
needs of the population were met and that water was available for
agriculture and other vital sectors. However, this expansion was not
without challenges. The state faced numerous environmental, natural, and
human-caused problems that affected the water system, such as droughts,
silt accumulation, deteriorating facilities, and the weakness of some
administrative apparatuses during periods of political weakness.

Hence, the importance of this research, which sheds light on the
challenges of water management during the Abbasid era, in an attempt to
understand the nature of those challenges, analyze the methods adopted
by the Abbasid state to overcome them, and what we can learn from this
rich experience today in light of the water challenges facing the
contemporary Arab world.
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