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Abstract :

Andalusia witnessed profound administrative and political
development throughout eight centuries of rule, characterized by the
intertwining of social, tribal, and functional dimensions. This resulted in
distinct administrative patterns that varied according to the political
phases the country experienced. The most prominent of these patterns is
functional inheritance, meaning the transfer of administrative, military, or
religious positions from fathers to sons, or within a single family, across
generations. Although this administrative structure was known in a
number of civilizations and societies, in Andalusia it took on a unique
character, linked to the nature of the Andalusian state, its political and
social development, and its interaction with the Islamic and Christian
environments. The stages of Muslim rule in Andalusia were interspersed
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with a complex network of administrative institutions that managed the
affairs of government, the army, the judiciary, and finance. These
institutions had their own distinctive character, influenced by the nature
of the ruling elites and the surrounding social factors. The phenomenon of
functional inheritance in Andalusia is a vital aspect of understanding the
nature of the Andalusian state, given its profound dimensions affecting
institutional structure, political balances, and social relations.

The importance of studying functional inheritance in Andalusia during
the era of the emirate and the caliphate stems from its being a
manifestation of the development of Islamic administration. The aim of
this study is to explore its roots and effects on the state's structure and
functions by tracing the families that inherited positions. The research
also analyzes the political and social dimensions that accompanied this
pattern of employment and the extent of its impact on the stability of
power or its threat.

The importance of studying functional inheritance in Andalusia
during the emirate and caliphate eras stems from its being a
manifestation of the development of Islamic administration. The aim is
to explore its roots and impact on the state's structure and functions by
tracing the families that inherited positions. The research also analyzes
the political and social dimensions that accompanied this pattern of
employment and the extent of its impact on the stability of power or its
threat.
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