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Abstract:

This study examines the political developments in Norway up to
1066 AD, a historical period defined by intense internal strife, civil wars,
and external conflicts. Initially fragmented into numerous petty
kingdoms, Norway was unified under King Harald | (Fairhair) following
his victory in 872 AD. Despite securing relative stability until his death in
932 AD, his demise triggered succession struggles among his sons,
leading to the rise of Erik | (Bloodaxe), who ruled with notorious severity
against his rivals.

He was succeeded by King Haakon | (the Good), who adopted a
conciliatory approach toward the nobility; however, his reign was still
challenged by domestic rebellions and foreign incursions. Later, Olaf
Tryggvason seized the throne with external backing, consolidating royal
authority and aggressively enforcing Christianity throughout the realm,
before perishing in the historic Battle of Svolder (1000 AD) due to a joint
Danish-Swedish ambush.

Consequently, Norway fell under Danish hegemony until 1015
AD, when Olaf Haraldsson (the Saint) reclaimed the throne. His reign
introduced comprehensive administrative reforms and codified Christian
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laws. Norway enjoyed stability until 1028 AD, when King Cnut the Great
of Denmark asserted his claim over the Norwegian throne, deploying a
massive fleet and allying with disgruntled local chieftains. Olaf
Haraldsson’s subsequent attempt to restore his kingdom failed, and he fell
victim to internal rebellion at the Battle of Stiklestad (1030 AD).
Independence was eventually restored under Magnus I, who dissolved the
union with Denmark. He was succeeded by Harald 11l (Hardrada), whose
reign was marked by severe friction with the clergy and church
authorities until his definitive death at the Battle of Stamford Bridge in
1066 AD.
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First: Arabic and Translated Sources and References.

A- Arabic Books:

1. Tadros Yagoub Malaty, Dictionary of Ecclesiastical Terms, translated into Coptic
by Shaker Basilius Mikhail, Egyptian Brothers Press, Cairo, 1991.

2. Muhammad bin Nasser Al-Aboudi, Travels in the European Continent to the Far
North: Norway and Finland, Al-Ula Press, Riyadh, (n.d.).

3. Muhammad Nasser Qutbi, A Letter from Norway: Beauty, Serenity, and Lessons,
(n.p.), 2019.

B- Periodicals and Scientific Journals:

4. Amina Muhammad Ali, "Preludes to the Success of the Norwegian Political
System," International Studies Journal, Issue (45), 2010.

5. Youssef Abdel Hamid Bin Naji, “Piracy and its impact on cultural communication:
The Vikings and the Normans as a model (173-591 AH / 789-1194 AD)”, Arab
Historian Magazine, Volume Two, Issue (9), 2021 AD.
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