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Abstract: The strategic location of Aden played a pivotal role in the
growth and development of maritime trade, granting it significant
commercial weight throughout successive historical periods. Aden acted
as an intermediary between trade in the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, and
the Mediterranean. Its professional commercial practices and
administrative systems facilitated and protected all merchant ships,
encouraging traders to dock in the port of Aden to safeguard their rights.
The port of Aden flourished greatly during the 5th and 6th centuries AH
(11th and 12th centuries CE), attracting considerable covetousness and
leading to power struggles for control. This was due to the immense
wealth it generated, its lucrative trade, and its crucial commercial role not
only in Yemen but throughout the world. It became a hub for the
exchange of various goods and commodities, and diverse markets
flourished there. Aden became a magnet for merchants and laborers,
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leading to a surge in migration. Immigrants from Arab countries, as well
as neighboring lands such as Abyssinia, China, India, and Persia, settled
in Aden.

It is important to note here that what motivated me to research this topic
Is Yemen's significant role and control over the Bab el-Mandeb Strait in
our time. Its location has allowed it to target and attack ships belonging to
countries that threaten Yemen's security and safety, and even those that
threaten Arab security. A prime example of this is what happened with
the Zionist entity, which usurped Palestine and threatened the security of
Arab countries. Yemen's control of the strait has become a military
advantage against anyone who tries to tamper with Yemen's security or
threaten Yemeni society. This is in addition to its important commercial
role in the region.

The study addressed the commercial life of the city of Aden during the
fifth and sixth centuries AH. It was divided into two sections. The first
section dealt with the geographical location of the city of Aden and its
commercial importance to explain the cause and effect that made Aden
occupy this distinguished position in global trade and made it an
important port frequented by various commercial ships. The second
section dealt with commercial transactions and the most important goods
in Aden's trade. Aden was known for its advanced economic and
commercial systems as a result of the long experience it gained from its
commercial work throughout long historical periods. This is in addition to
identifying the most important goods and merchandise that entered and
left Yemen and how these goods were bought and sold. It also identified
the most important commercial markets in Aden and throughout Yemen
to gain as much insight as possible into the commercial life of the city of
Aden during the period of the study.
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