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ABSTRACT:
Analysis of Argumentative Discourse in Al-Kumayt’s Poetry

The Alawite poet Al-Kumayt ibn Zayd Al-Asadi was born in Kufa in 60
AH, the year of the death of the first Umayyad caliph, Mu'awiya ibn Abi
Sufyan. He passed away in 126 AH, during the caliphate of Marwan ibn
al-Hakam, shortly before the fall of the Umayyad state in 130 AH at the
hands of the Abbasids.

Al-Kumayt is considered as one of the most prominent opponents of
Umayyad rule and one of the most devoted poets in support of Ahl al-
Bayt (the Prophet’s family), peace be upon them. He lived through the
reigns of twelve Umayyad caliphs and three infallible Imams—Imam
Zayn al-Abidin, Imam al-Bagir, and Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon them.
Through his argumentative discourse, he opposed the ruling political
authority, emphasizing its illegitimacy, its deviation in thought, and its
misguided policies. He fervently defended the right of Ahl al-Bayt to lead
the Muslim community, portraying them as the noblest, most virtuous,
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most knowledgeable, most suitable, and most deserving of this great
responsibility, which was divinely ordained and conveyed to the ummah
by the Prophet (PBUH) through various noble traditions.

His discourse was not merely emotional, impassioned, arbitrary, or
hollow; rather, it was a solid, persuasive argumentation supported by
Qur’anic verses, Prophetic traditions, as well as logical proofs and
evidence. He was the first to engage in theological debate on the issue of
Shi‘ism.

His poems are laden with historical events, including conflicts, turmoil,
strife, and the hardships faced by Ahl al-Bayt, such as the harshness,
exclusion, marginalization, and oppression inflicted upon them by the
Umayyads, the Zubayrids, and their followers. His poetry also chronicles
the great tribulations and tragedies that befell them.

His poetic texts did not overlook significant events, whether
contemporary to his time or preceding his era. These include the advent
of Islam, the death of the Prophet (PBUH), the political developments
that followed, the trials of Imam Ali's caliphate, the ordeal of Imam
Hasan, the tragic massacre of Karbala, the persecution of Muhammad ibn
al-Hanafiyya (may Allah be pleased with him), and the uprising of Zayd
al-Shahid (may Allah be pleased with him
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