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Abstract

The Fatimid state played a significant role in the historical events
of the Arab Islamic state from its founding in North Africa. It later
extended its influence to Egypt and parts of the Levant, attempting to
overthrow the Abbasid Caliphate. The Fatimids exploited the political
turmoil and weakness within the Abbasid Caliphate, stemming from
internal power struggles and foreign interventions. Thus, the Fatimid state
sought to seize control of the Caliphate. During the rise of the Fatimid
state, several caliphs played a crucial role in consolidating its power,
including al-Mu'izz 1i-Din Allah al-Fatimi. He succeeded in establishing
the foundations of the state in North Africa and continued his efforts to
extend Fatimid influence over Egypt, capitalizing on internal instability,
power struggles, and the rise of incompetent leaders during the Ikhshidid
period. These Fatimid figures have attracted the attention of historians,
both Arab and Orientalist, who have focused on documenting their
achievements. For example, the Orientalist De Lacy O'Leary was among
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those historians who showed interest in recording al-Mu'izz's
accomplishments. Al-Mu'izz 1i-Din Allah, which he conveyed with
accuracy and impartiality, especially regarding all the details of the life of
the Fatimid Caliph al-Mu'izz, about whom he said: "The new Fatimid
Caliph was somewhat different from his predecessors. He proved that he
was indeed like them, and he was the opposite of them, as he
demonstrated that he was a man who possessed refined taste and literary
ability." Therefore, the research was divided into an introduction and two
sections. The introduction introduced al-Mu'izz li-Din Allah al-Fatimi
and Ray de Lacy and Leary about the Fatimid Caliph. The second section
explained the conditions of Egypt before the Fatimid control, and
included the efforts of Jawhar al-Siqilli, the commander of al-Mu'izz li-
Din Allah al-Fatimi, in controlling Egypt and the Levant, and the Fatimid
Caliph's journey to Egypt to transfer the Fatimid state from the Maghreb
to Egypt and to achieve the dream that the Fatimid Caliphs before him
had sought in their attempt to control Egypt.
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-YAl-Qadi al-Nu'man al-Maghribi, Al-Majalis wa al-Musayarat, p. 541.
-YIbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qabhira, p. 74.
-YIbn al-Athir, Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, vol. 8, p. 664.
- £ A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 115.
-°lbn al-Athir, Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, vol. 7, p. 74.
-1Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, vol. 11, p. 284.
-YA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 115.
-AMuhammad ibn Tughj Abd al-Rahman ibn Jaf ibn Baltakin, originally from
Farghani, assumed control of Cairo on behalf of the Abbasid Caliph al-Qahir Billah in
321 AH/931 CE. They then established their independence in Egypt for the period
from 323-358 AH/934-969 CE. Ibn Manzur, Abridged History of Damascus by Ibn
Asakir, vol. 5, p. 171; Al-Qalgashandi, Subh al-A'sha, vol. 3, p. 225.
-4Abu al-Qasim Anujur, whose name means "Mahmoud" in Arabic, assumed
leadership of Egypt after the death of his father, having been appointed by the
Abbasid Caliph al-Muti'. He died in 349 AH/960 CE and was buried in Jerusalem
near his father's grave. See: Al-Magrizi, Al-Khitat, vol. 1, p. 329; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-
Nujum al-Zahira, vol. 3, p. 291.
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-) + A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 120.

-VYAI-Kindi, Al-Wulat wa al-Qudat, p. 297; Al-Antaki, Sila Tarikh Utykha, vol. 1, p.
129; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qahira, vol. 3, p. 326.
-YYAI-Magrizi, Al-Khitat al-Magriziyya, vol. 1, p. 330. See also: Al-Suyuti, Husn al-
Muhadarat fi Akhbar Misr wa al-Qabhira, p. 90.

-Y¥De Lesser O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 118.

- ¢lbn Kathir, Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, vol. 11, p. 241.

-YeDe Lesser O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 120.
-V1Al-Magrizi's Al-Khitat, vol. 2, p. 127.

-YVDe Lesser O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 120.

-YAlbn Aybak al-Dawadari, Kanz al-Durar wa Jami' al-Ghurar, vol. 6, p. 138; Hasan,
Tarikh al-Dawla al-Fatimiyya fi al-Maghrib wa Misr wa Suriya wa Bilad al-Maghrib,
p. 128.

-Y4Al-Magrizi, Itti'ad al-Hunafa, p. 138.

-Y+Ali, Tarikh Bilad al-Sham fi al-'Asr al-'Abbasi al-Awwal, p. 99. 21. De Lacy
O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 121.

.YYAI-Kindi, The Book of Governors and Judges in Egypt, p. 554; Ibn Zulag, The
Accounts of Sibawayh al-Misri, p. 29.

.YYYaqut al-Hamawi, Dictionary of Writers, vol. 13, p. 283.

.Y ¢Kashif, Egypt in the Ikhshidid Era, p. 329.

.YeDe Lacy O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 121. 26- Ahmad
ibn al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan ibn Abd al-Samad Abu al-Tayyib al-Ja'fi al-Kufi al-
Mutanabbi, the poet, was born in 133 AH. He spent much of his time in the desert to
acquire language skills and studied various historical accounts, the lives of people,
and literature. He began composing poetry at a young age, reaching the pinnacle of
his craft and surpassing his contemporaries. No one like him has been seen since. He
was a panegyrist. He entered Egypt in 346 AH and praised Kafur al-Ikhshidi. He
would stand before him wearing slippers, a sword, and a belt, then ride with two of
Kafur's Mamluk attendants, also armed with swords and belts. When Kafur was
displeased, al-Mutanabbi satirized him and left his court. He was killed in 154 AH.
See: Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A'yan, vol. 1, p. 122; al-Safadi, al-Wafi bi'l-Wafayat,
vol. 6, p. 209.

-YYAI-Mutanabbi, Diwan al-Mutanabbi, p. 414.

-YADe Lacy O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 121. 29- Abu al-
Fida, Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, vol. 2, p. 107.

-Y+De Lesser O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 123.
-YYAl-Antaki, Sila Tarikh Utykha, vol. 1, p. 129; Al-Yafi'i, Mir'at al-Jinan, vol. 2, p.
412; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira, vol. 4, pp. 9-10.

-Y'YDe Lesser O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 123; see also: Al-
Dawadari, Kanz al-Durar, vol. 6, p. 138; Al-Suyuti, Tarikh al-Khulafa', p. 641; Ibn
Sa'id al-Maghribi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Hula Hadrat al-Qahira, p. 199.
-YYAl-Antaki, Sila Tarikh Utykha, vol. 1, p. 132; Al-Dawadari, Kanz al-Durar, vol.
6, p. 121. Al-Magrizi, Al-ltti'az, vol. 1, p. 102.

-Y¢lbn Zulag, Akhbar Sibawayh, p. 40.

-YoA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, pp. 123-124.
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-YA1Mahmoud, Hassan Ahmed, and Ahmed Ibrahim Al-Sharif, The Islamic World in
the Abbasid Era, Al-Madani Press, (Cairo, 1966), p. 447.

-YVA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128.

-YAAl-Magrizi, Al-Mugaffa Al-Kabir, vol. 3, p. 90; Hassan, Tarikh Jawhar, p. 26.
-Y4A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128.

-¢«Tarujah is a village in the district of Al-Buhayrah, near Alexandria. It is also said
to be called Turunjah and is famous for its cumin cultivation. Yaqut Al-Hamawi,
Mu'jam Al-Buldan, vol. 2, p. 15.

-£)A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128. 42- Al-Kindi, Al-Wulat wa al-
Qudat, p. 84; Al-Antaki, Sila Tarikh Utikha, vol. 1, p. 132; Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat,
vol. 1, p. 377; Al-Magrizi, Al-ltti'az, vol. 1, p. 103; Al-Mugaffa, vol. 3, p. 89.
-¢YAl-Magrizi, Al-Mugaffa al-Kabir, vol. 3, p. 92.

-£¢Ja'far ibn Fallah managed to kill him in one of the military confrontations
between the two sides. Ja'far is considered one of the prominent commanders in
Jawhar al-Siqilli's army: Al-Magrizi, Al-Mugaffa al-Kabir, vol. 3, p. 96.

-¢elbn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira, vol. 4, p. 31.

-£10ne of the villages belonging to the village of Imbaya, and it was called Mit al-
Nasara (Dead Christians). Ibn al-'Imad al-Hanbali, Shadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar
man Dhahab, vol. 4, p. 425.

-¢YA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128. 48- 1bn Khallikan, Wafayat al-
A'yan, vol. 1, p. 378; al-Magrizi, al-Mugaffa, p. 339; Ibn Taghribirdi, al-Nujum al-
Zahira, vol. 4, p. 32.

-£4A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128.

- «al-Antaki, Sila Tarikh Utykha, vol. 1, p. 132; al-Magrizi, al-Itti'az, vol. 1, p. 107.
-©YIbn Hammad, Akhbar Muluk Banu Ubayd wa Siratuhum, p. 50; Ibn Khallikan,
Wafayat, vol. 1, p. 379; al-Magrizi.

-oYal-Suyuti, Tarikh al-Khulafa, p. 641; Ibn al-Imad al-Hanbali, Shadharat al-
Dhahab, vol. 3, p. 100.

-o¥Ibn Kathir, al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya, vol. 11, p. 331.

- £ A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128. 55- Ibn al-Wardi, Tatimmat al-
Mukhtasar, vol. 1, p. 408; lbn Taghribirdi, al-Nujum al-Zahira, vol. 4, p. 32; al-
Suyuti, Tarikh al-Khulafa, p. 641.

-°1A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 128.

-oYA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 133; see also Ibn Taghribirdi, al-
Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qahira, vol. 4, p. 54; al-Abbadi, fi al-Tarikh al-
Abbasi wa al-Fatimi, p. 256.

-°AAbu al-Fida, al-Mukhtasar, vol. 1, p. 448. Al-Safadi, The Emirs of Damascus in
Islam, p. 138.

-24A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 133; see also Ibn al-Qalanisi,
Supplement to the History of Damascus, p. 125; Ibn al-Abbar, Al-Hulla al-Sira, vol.
1, p. 304; Ali lbrahim, Egypt in the Middle Ages, p. 216; Surur, Egypt in the Era of
the Fatimid State, p. 119.

-1+ A large city not on the banks of the Nile, the capital of the district of Atrib, now
in ruins with ancient remains. See: Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu'jam al-Buldan, vol. 3, p.
370.

-1V A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 133.

-1YAIl-Magrizi, Al-Mugaffa al-Kabir, vol. 3, p. 107.
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-1¥Ibn Zafir, Akhbar, p. 24; Al-Sabi, Akhbar al-Qaramita, p. 74. 64- Al-Mu'izz
Yusuf named him Abu al-Futuh. He managed to defeat Muhammad ibn al-Khayr (the
Emir of the Zenata), killing his family and men. After the Emir of the Zenata realized
his defeat and feared being taken prisoner by Buluggin, he leaned on his sword and
killed himself. See: Al-Magrizi, Itti'az al-Hunafa, vol. 1, p. 104.

-1oA Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 133.

-11Al-Magrizi, Al-Mugaffa, p. 339; Ibn Taghribirdi, Al-Nujum al-Zahira, vol. 4, p.
32.

-1VYDe Lacy O'Leary, A Short History of the Fatimid Caliphate, p. 139.
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