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Abstract

This study provides an in-depth analysis of Turkish-Polish
relations during World War 1l (1939-1945), a period marked by profound
political and military upheavals that reshaped the balance of power in
Europe. The research examines Turkey’s diplomatic stance toward the
German invasion of Poland and explores how Ankara sought to reconcile
its declared neutrality with its bilateral ties to Poland. Particular attention
is given to Turkey’s support for the Polish government-in-exile, including
its implicit recognition and the diplomatic facilities granted to Polish
missions operating from abroad.
Furthermore, the study highlights the humanitarian dimension of these
relations by addressing the issue of Polish refugees who fled to Turkey to
escape the horrors of war. Despite its own limited resources, Turkey
provided them with shelter and assistance, reflecting a commitment that
went beyond mere political considerations.
The research aims to demonstrate how Turkey carefully balanced its
strategic interests while maintaining its ties with Poland in a complex
international environment shaped by conflicting alliances. Ultimately, the
study argues that Turkish-Polish relations during World War Il were not
limited to political interactions but also embodied humanitarian and
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strategic dimensions that influenced the trajectory of bilateral relations in
the post-war period.

This study provides an analytical examination of Turkish—Polish
relations during the period of World War 11 (1939-1945), a phase marked
by profound political and military upheavals that reshaped the map of
Europe and altered the balance of power across the continent. The
German invasion of Poland in 1939, led by Adolf Hitler, constituted a
pivotal turning point that triggered the outbreak of the war and placed
many countries, including Turkey, before complex diplomatic challenges.
The research seeks to analyze the Turkish position toward these
developments and how Ankara adopted a policy of cautious neutrality
while simultaneously striving not to sever its traditional ties with Poland.
The study focuses on how Turkey balanced its international obligations
with its strategic interests, particularly amid increasing pressure from the
warring powers and its efforts to avoid direct involvement in the conflict.
It also examines Turkey’s recognition of the Polish government-in-exile
and the diplomatic facilities it provided to its missions, reflecting
Turkey’s commitment to the legal legitimacy of the Polish state despite
the occupation of its territory.

Furthermore, the research addresses the humanitarian dimension of
bilateral relations by examining the conditions of Polish refugees who
sought refuge in Turkish territory to escape the horrors of war, as well as
the support provided to them by the Turkish government in terms of
residence and care, despite the economic and political challenges facing
the country at the time. The study concludes that Turkish—Polish relations
during World War Il were not merely a transient political interaction, but
rather represented a model of diplomatic and humanitarian balance that
contributed to laying the foundations for cooperation between the two
countries in the post-war period.
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