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Abstract :

The analysis of cultural systems in literary texts holds immense
importance, as it represents a critical approach that moves beyond formal
and aesthetic analysis to reveal the deep relationship between a literary
work and its cultural and social contexts. Instead of simply understanding
a text from a purely linguistic perspective, this method helps us
understand how the prevailing ideas, values, and beliefs of a society—
whether religious, political, or social—shape the internal structure of the
text and its impact on the reader.

This study aims to analyze the cultural systems in the poetry
collection "The Dreamer Awakens" by the contemporary Iragi poet, Ali
Mahmoud Khodair. The research question centers on how the poet
employs multiple cultural systems, such as religious and mythological,
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national and urban, and existential and subjective systems, to form a
unique artistic and philosophical vision that reflects his deep awareness of
the world. Additionally, it explores the extent to which these systems
contribute to the construction of meaning within the poetic text.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopted a cultural-critical
approach, which focuses on analyzing literary texts in light of their
cultural contexts by monitoring and analyzing the aforementioned
systems and their direct influence on the semantic structure of the poems.
The study concluded that cultural systems are a pivotal semantic structure
in Khodair's poetry. They do not operate in isolation but intertwine to
form an integrated semantic network. The results show that the poet
brilliantly succeeded in reshaping these systems within a unique creative
context, which gave his poetic experience a unique philosophical depth
and allowed it to express a comprehensive vision of human existence, full
of contradictions, alienation, and a continuous search for meaning in a
turbulent and distressed world.
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