QKX%S_@ V asall/ 1 slaoll ¥ Y1 dailuaill Skl yall Juls 3450 dlae

Agalay) dadd) die Sl ale %@‘
'z
_@ (w iday L.ubd) laiyly a8l o
D\

Agaley) Aol e Jlal) ale
(bl Ay dudy) cilai¥ly &) o

e s 2aallily 085 By ssal A3 gpnal) A= (Sl il 5 3500
Euaall 5 LAl agle aud b el M) Cuaal) 5 DAl ale ad 8 ac L M)
L0 < Slal Glsal Ghalli ugd daslay () e Slsal Slsal heads 3ed Aalay

Z.babaahmady@scu.ac.ir n.sak@scu.ac.ir

e Gpuallae olia
3 I ke and ¢ a8 L)
Al (e 3 Aaalas Eysal

(bR ¢ Slsal
Sab46557@gmail.com

il Aamgial) ¢ sl 45

Gl (bl diis

Al e Jlall ale saen Gruallae cliia ¢ (Dhe saaalll o)a) ¢ (il ¢ Sl
e by cluball Gl 38 e Alac (Al dbea s dud)) CilaiVls 3 puialaY)
< Viaaadle Yraladll (Y e Y

cillal) (598al o)y £ Liall dady caga gade gsiball Jpagll g8 ¢ duaud) 13a
Guad) Jaand 0 AN had muii (Creative Commons Attribution ) &l
o daaad oLy ALl (i gag citipall L) Jand) ol daydiy CuAY) g 43U

Aojlad (aley daladi

Registered (2 Aawa Indexed (& dugda
ROAD IASJ

Journal Of Babylon Center For Humanities Studies 2026 Volume :16 Issue : 7
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print)  (E-ISSN):2313-0059 (Online)


mailto:n.sak@scu.ac.ir
mailto:n.sak@scu.ac.ir
mailto:Sab46557@gmail.com
mailto:Sab46557@gmail.com

Lalay) dadd) i Jlagll ale %\
i
@ (w iday Zu-a!)-\) laiVly A8l
N

The Science of Hadith Narrators among the Twelver Shi'a:
Between Criticism and Fairness
(A Descriptive and Analytical Study)

Dr. Nancy Saki Dr.Zohreh Babaahmadi
(Corresponding Author) Assistant Milani(Assistant Professor,
Professor, Department of Quranic Department of Qur’an and Hadiht

and Hadith Sciences, Shahid Sciences, Faculty of Theology,
Chamran University of Ahvaz, shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, Iran. Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran)

Safaa Abdul-Hussein Hamidi
PhD Student, Department of
Quranic and Hadith Sciences,
Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Keywords : Ilm al-Rijal, Imami Shiism, Chain Criticism (Naqd al-
Sanad), General Validations, Al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil, Hadith Heritage,
Critical Methodology.

How To Cite This Article

Saki, Nancy , Zohreh Babaahmadi Milani , Safaa Abdul-Hussein Hamidi
, The Science of Hadith Narrators among the Twelver Shi'a: Between
Criticism and Fairness (A Descriptive and Analytical Study),Journal Of
Babylon Center For Humanities Studies, July 2026,Volume:16,Issue 7.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

E% MG MO

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Abstract:

This research highlights a cluster of contemporary and classical
objections and challenges directed toward Ilm al-Rijal (the Science of
Narrators) within the Imami Shiite tradition. The researcher categorizes
these criticisms as ""non-objective," arguing that they stem from premises
that overlook the unique methodological characteristics of this discipline.
The primary objective of this study is to deconstruct the structure of these
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criticisms through a comparative analytical approach, exploring the
cognitive foundations upon which scholars of al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil
(Biographical Evaluation) built their evidentiary frameworks.

The study begins by clarifying the existential necessity of 1Im al-
Rijal, emphasizing its role as a "protective shield" for the narrated
heritage and a methodological tool that prevents the conflation of
authentic traditions with fabricated or intrusive ones. Furthermore, the
research addresses those who question the utility of Sanad (chain of
transmission) or claim the absolute certainty of all narrations in the "Four
Books" (Al-Kutub al-Arba‘ah). It demonstrates that Imami jurisprudential
and hadith practices have historically relied on chain criticism as an
objective condition for accepting any narration.

Additionally, the research examines the flexible critical tools
employed by both early and late scholars, such as General Validations
(al-Tawthigat al-Ammah)—including the "People of Consensus" (Ashab
al-ljma) and the "Masters of Trustworthy Narrators” (Mashayikh al-
Thigat)—as well as contemporary testimonies. In doing so, it refutes
claims of "epistemic closure™ regarding the accessibility of narrators'
biographies. The research concludes that Ilm al-Rijal in the Shiite
tradition is not a mere "intellectual luxury" or a repetition of previous
efforts; rather, it is an advanced critical system equipped with precise
historical inductive tools. It remains an urgent necessity for the derivation
of legal rulings and the construction of doctrine on solid demonstrative
foundations.
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