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Abstract:

This research explores the role, importance, and aesthetics of music and
sound effects in theatrical performance, considering them as fundamental
and structural elements. Since the emergence of theatrical art in religious
and folkloric ceremonies, music and sound effects have been its
inseparable companions. The significance of these elements lies in the
fact that they are not merely secondary additions or fillers for empty
spaces; rather, they are structural components of the performance's
scenography, collectively developing the intellectual and aesthetic
discourse of the theatre. In a performance, music acts as a living
character; it possesses the power to create a profound dramatic and
psychological atmosphere, regulate the rhythm of scenes, and highlight
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the internal emotional conflicts of characters that written dialogue often
fails to express. They are not just supplements to fill gaps, but a hidden
language that directly influences the audience's emotions and psyche.
One of the most vital functions of music in theatre is preparing the
audience for the psychological state the performance intends to convey.
Through a somber or terrifying piece of music, the audience can be drawn
into the depths of the story. Music can create anxiety, joy, tranquility, or
tension within the hall that words alone cannot achieve. Furthermore, the
genre of music can define historical eras; for instance, the use of classical
music transports the audience to past centuries, while electronic music
reflects the present or future. Similarly, sound effects play an essential
role in defining the environment of the performance. The sounds of birds
chirping and ocean waves transport the audience to nature, while the
sounds of cars and city noise depict a modern and crowded environment.
Sound effects are not used solely to mimic reality (such as a door closing
or a telephone ringing), but can also serve as symbols. For example, the
continuous ticking of a clock in the background may symbolize the
approach of death or the passage of time, adding an intellectual
dimension to the show. These elements serve as a bridge between the
audience's mind and the actor's emotions. In contemporary theatre, the
"sound designer" has become one of the essential pillars of the artistic
staff.
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