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Abstract

The Yazidi belief, from the perspective of Sharafkhan and non-
Kurdish sources, is one of the religious beliefs that a Kurdish identity has
adopted. Some historians and researchers trace the foundation of Kurdish
identity back to this religion. However, Sharafkhan, the Kurdish
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historian, clearly referenced this social group as a distinct religious
community within Kurdish society, identifying it as having a Sufi-
oriented foundation.

Although there are many debates and disputes among researchers
and historians of both the medieval and modern periods about the origins
of this religion and the time it dates back to—maost of them, or we might
say the majority of researchers, historians, and even the Yazidis
themselves—trace it back to the figure of Sheikh Adi (Adi, son of
Musafir), who passed away in the year 557 AH / 1162 CE. However,
some researchers and historians do not accept this view shared by
Sharafkhan and others, instead tracing the religion back to an even earlier
period .

Here, we attempt to present both Sharafkhan’s historical viewpoint
and those of some medieval historians, and on the other hand,
perspectives of external historians regarding the Yazidi faith, as well as
the different interpretations and pressures this religion has faced.

In this article, beyond just an introduction, we present a summary of
the Yazidi belief and, within the content of the study, discuss it across
two main themes. In the first theme, we compare the Yazidi belief in
Sharafkhan’s view with that in Islamic sources, highlighting the core
similarities and differences. In the second theme, we present the differing
interpretations between Sharafkhan and non-Kurdish sources regarding
the Yazidi faith. In conclusion, history has often been written on an
incorrect basis, without expertise regarding society, religion, and their
effects, and has been imposed on our historical consciousness—an
influence that even many prominent Kurdish intellectuals and historians
have fallen under.
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English Sources

- Austin H. Layard Discoveries in the ruins of Nineveh and Babylon June
2,2012.p68).

Birgit Ammann<Kurdén li Ewropayé Etnisite G Diyaspora«-Berlin, Univ.
Azad, Diss., 2000¢p263-270)

Christine Allison,The Yezidi Oral Tradition in Iraqi Kurdistan, the British
Library,First Published in 2001, p4)

THE SACRED BOOKS AND ¢ ISYA JOSEPH «-DEVIL WORSHIP
TRADITIONS OF THE YEZIDI Copyright, 1919, by Richard G. Badger,
AU rights reserved The Gorham Press, Boston, U. S. A. Made In the
United States of America <206

Eszter  Spat,(2009)Late  Antigue  Motifs in  Yezidi  Oral
Tradition,Supervisors: Gerhard Jaritz and Istvan Perczel,degree of Doctor
of Philosophy,Hungary.46)

FURLANI, GIUSEPPE(1940),THE RELIGION OF THE YEZIDIS
REUGIOUS TEXTS OF THE YEZIDIS,TRANSLATED FROM
ITALIAN WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES, AN APPENDIX AND AN
INDEX BY JAMSHEDJI MANECKJI  UNVALA, Ph.D.
(HBIDELBEBa),at the Port Printing Press,Bombay-63
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-Hage, SM "A Closer look at the Role of spirituality in psychology
programs™ professional psychology Reseearch and practice 37, no 3
2006-303

ISYA JOSEPH THE SACRED BOOKS AND TRADITIONS OF THE
YEZIDI Copyright, 1919, by Richard G. Badger DEVIL WORSHIP AU
rights reserved The Gorham Press, Boston, U. S. A. Made In the United
States of America, 206¢

-Johnstone, B., Yoon, D.P. Franklin Schopp Land Hinkebein, J.
"Reconceptualizing the factor of brief multidimensional measure of
reliogiusness/ spirituality " Journal of religion and health 48, 2009:147

-VARIA ANATOLICA XXV, , DE BOCCARD ,dition — Diffusion, 11,
rue de Medicis, 75006 Paris , 147-148,Deniz BEYAZI 2012)

. Religion: what is it?(New York: Holt, Rineheart and Winston. 1976), 7
Tremmel, W.C

-Yinger JM. the scientific study of releigion(NewYork , publishing.com,
1970) 7) «

(Source)

- Al-Irbili, Sharaf al-Din ibn Abi al-Barakat al-Mubarak ibn Ahmad al-
Lakhmi (d. 637 AH), known as Ibn al-Mustawfi (1980 CE). *Tarikh
Irbil* (History of Irbil), edited by Sami ibn al-Sayyid Khumas al-Saqqar,
published by the Ministry of Culture and Information, Republic of Iraq,
Dar al-Rashid Publishing.

- Al-Azdi, Abu Zakariya Yazid ibn Muhammad ibn lyas (d. 334 AH/945
CE) (1967). *Tarikh al-Mawsil* (History of Mosul), edited by Ali
Habiba, Al-Jannah Ihya al-Turath al-Islami, Cairo.

- - Al-Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir (d. 279 AH/892 CE),
(1938). *Futuh al-Buldan*, edited by Abdullah and Omar Anis, Al-
Muthanna Library, Baghdad.
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- Al-Tadifi, Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Tadifi al-Hanbali (d. 963 AH/1555
CE), *Qala'id al-Jawahir*, Dar Ihya' edition, Islamic Heritage, Baghdad.

- Ibn Taghribirdi al-Atabaki, Jamal al-Din Abi al-Mahasin Yusuf, (n.d.).
*Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qahira*, Egyptian General
Organization for Authorship, Translation, Printing and Publishing, Egypt.
- Ibn Taymiyyah, Taqi al-Din Abi al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Abd al-Halim ibn
Abd al-Salam (d. 728 AH/1328 CE).

- (1381 AH). *Majmu’ Fatawa Shaykh al-Islam*, Riyadh Press.

- (1987 CE). *Al-Wasiyya al-Kubra*, a letter from Shaykh al-Islam to the
followers of Adi ibn Musafir al-Umawi, with an introduction and
commentary. Edited by Muhammad Abdullah al-Nimr and Uthman Juma,
published by Maktabat al-Siddiq, Saudi Arabia, 1st edition.

- (n.d.) Majmu'at al-Rasa'il al-Kubra, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-'Arabi,
Beirut.

- lbn al-Jawzi, (1993 CE) Abd al-Rahman, Al-Tibb al-Ruhani, Tahdhib
al-Akhlaqg, edited by Abd al-Aziz Izz al-Din al-Sirwan, Damascus, Dar
al-Anwar.
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