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Abstract
This article aims to analyze the phenomenon of dehumanization in
Ahmad Mukhtar Jaf’s short story, A Matter of Conscience. As a realist
text set within a corrupt political and feudal framework, the story depicts
the transformation of the protagonist, Zorab Effendi, from a state of
innocence and ethical integrity into an instrument of oppression. By
employing a socio-psychoanalytical approach, this research demonstrates
how the socio-political structures of the author’s era utilized various
mechanisms to strip individuals of their human attributes, thereby
marginalizing and eroding the conscience as a moral core. The central
hypothesis posits that conscience serves as the primary impediment to an
individual’s integration or "anchoring" within corrupt systems.
Consequently, dehumanization becomes a prerequisite for the triumph of
aggression and malevolence over humanism and benevolence; thus,
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