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Abstract :

Jews lived in various parts of Yemen, both rural and urban,
although they were more concentrated in cities due to the nature of their
professional lives. Jews in Yemen, like the rest of the world, tended to
live in neighborhoods that bore their names. In the city of Sana'a, for
example, a permanent neighborhood known as the Jewish Quarter was
designated for them, located in the west of the city, and divided into 20
neighborhoods, containing approximately 10,000 people. In the small city
of Aden, Jews shared housing with the local Muslim population. In fact,
their number in some periods exceeded the number of Muslims,
especially after the British occupation of the city in 1839 AD. The
situation in Aden was no different from Sana'a in terms of the Jews
secluding themselves in neighborhoods of their own, which prevailed in
various Jewish population centers in various cities and villages of Yemen,
which provided them with protection during periods of chaos and unrest,
as attacking them while they were not a party to the conflict was
considered a socially abhorrent act. The Jews in Yemen worked in crafts
and manual activities, exploiting the reluctance of Yemeni society to
work in them. The Jews controlled the economic life in all its details, and
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the Yemeni individual no longer had access to the main decision-maker,
and was unable to dispense with the various services provided by the
Jewish individual who monopolized the jewelry industry, the
manufacture of traditional weapons (daggers and swords), and everything
related to them, leather industries, carpentry and decoration work,
knitting and embroidery work, construction work, and other handicrafts.
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