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Abstract

This research examines the role of the Ottoman jurist Shihab al-
Din Ahmad ibn Ismail al-Kurani (d. 885 AH/1480 CE) in judicial and
political life during the reign of Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror (855-886
AH/1451-1481 CE). The research aims to reveal al-Kurani's multifaceted
contributions to establishing the Ottoman judicial system and developing
the state's Islamic policies, through analyzing his scholarly and practical
career that began in the Kurdish region of Kuran and extended through
his extensive scholarly journeys in Anatolia, Egypt, the Levant, and Iraq.
Al-Kurani held important judicial positions through which he progressed
from teacher at the Suleymaniye School, to mufti of Edirne, then judge of
Bursa and Istanbul, ultimately reaching the position of military judge of
Anatolia. He also played an influential advisory role to Sultan Mehmed
the Conqueror, contributing to the drafting of Mehmed's Kanunname
(legal code), organizing religious minority affairs, and establishing the
wagf (endowment) system.

The research employed analytical and inductive historical
methodology, drawing on original Ottoman sources, contemporary
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biographical works, Sharia court records, and Ottoman archival
documents. The research concludes that al-Kurani played a pivotal role in
establishing Islamic justice and developing Ottoman jurisprudence
through his balanced legal opinions and influential works such as "Al-
Durar fi Ahkam al-Qada" (Pearls in Judicial Rulings) and "Al-Fatawa al-
Kuraniyya" (Al-Kurani's Legal Opinions), making him one of the most
prominent judicial figures in the Ottoman founding era and contributing
to establishing a distinctive model for the relationship between scholarly
and political authority in the Ottoman state.
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29.Al-Qalgashandi (1987 CE). Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha' (The Dawn of the
Blind in the Art of Composition). Beirut.

30.Al-Mawardi, 'Ali bin Muhammad (1989 CE). Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah wa al-
Wilayat al-Diniyyah (The Ordinances of Government and Religious Governorships).
Dar al-Hadith, Cairo.

31.Al-Magrizi, Ahmad bin "Ali (1997 CE). Al-Suluk li-Ma'rifat Duwal al-Muluk (The
Paths to Knowing the Dynasties of Kings). Ed. Muhammad 'Abd al-Qadir 'Ata. Dar
al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah, Beirut.

32.Al-Magrizi, Ahmad bin 'Ali (1998 CE). Al-Mawa'iz wa al-I'tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat
wa al-Athar (Exhortations and Reflections by Mentioning Plans and Monuments). Dar
al-Kutub al-'limiyyah, Beirut.

33.Neshri, Mehmed (1485 CE). Cihan-niima (The World-Viewer/Mirror of the
World). Matba'at al-Khayriyyah, Bursa.

34.Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada (1994 CE). Taj al-'Arus min Jawahir al-Qamus
(The Bride's Crown from the Jewels of the Qamus Dictionary). Ed. A group of
researchers. Matba'at Hukumat al-Kuwayt, Kuwait.

Second:. Manuscript Sources
A. Manuscripts of Al-Kurani, Shihab al-Din Ahmad (d. 885 AH/1480 CE)

1.Adab al-Qada’ (Judicial Etiquette). MS, Suleymaniye Library, No. Fatih 6789.
2.Al-Ahkam al-Siyasiyyah (Political Judgments/Rulings). MS, Sileymaniye Library,
No. Fatih 3456.

3.Al-Fatawa al-Kuraniyyah (The Fatawa of Al-Kurani). MS, Suleymaniye Library,
No. Fatih 2847.

4.Durus min Misr (Lessons from Egypt). MS, Topkapi1 Saray1 Library, No. R.4532.
5.Dhikrayat Shuyukhi (Memories of My Teachers). MS, Slleymaniye Library, No.
Fatih 5643.

6.Dhikrayat min al-Azhar (Memories from Al-Azhar). MS, Topkap: Saray:1 Library,
No. R.6754.

7.Rihlah ila Baghdad (Journey to Baghdad). MS, Sileymaniye Library, No. Fatih
7865.

8.Rasa'il Siyasiyyah (Political Letters/Epistles). MS, Topkapi Saray:1 Library, No.
R.1456.

9.Rasa'il Shakhsiyyah (Personal Letters). MS, Topkap1 Saray1 Library, No. R.2345.
10.Fatawa al-Aswaq (Market-Related Fatawa). MS, Sileymaniye Library, No. Fatih
4567.

11.Fatawa al-Jihad (Jihad-Related Fatawa). MS, Topkap:1 Sarayi Library, No.
R.2134.

12.Fatawa al-Mu'amalat (Transaction-Related Fatawa). MS, Sileymaniye Library,
No. Fatih 7890.

13.Qawa'id al-Fatwa (Principles of Issuing Fatawa). MS, Sileymaniye Library, No.
Fatih 8901.

14.Lawaih al-Qada’ (Judicial Documents/Registers). MS, Topkapi Saray1 Library,
No. R.3456.

15.Mudhakkirat al-Talab (Student Memoirs/Notes). MS, Topkap1 Saray1 Library, No.
R.8976.

16.Mudhakkirat Siyasiyyah (Political Memoirs). MS, Silleymaniye Library, No. Fatih
9087.

17.Mudhakkirat Shakhsiyyah (Personal Memoirs). MS, Topkap1 Saray1 Library, No.
R.0198.

B. Other Manuscripts

1.1Ibn Kemal Pasha, Ahmad bin Sulayman. Rasa'il Ibn Kemal Pasha (Letters/Epistles
of Ibn Kemal Pasha). MS, Siileymaniye Library, No. Fatih 5678.

2.Al-Bulgini, Muhammad bin 'Umar. ljazat al-'Ulama’ (Certificates of Authorization
from Scholars). MS, Al-Azhar Library, No. AZ.2345.
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3.Al-Bursawi, Mehmed Efendi. Dhikrayat Talib (Memories of a Student). MS,
Suleymaniye Library, No. Fatih 3421.

4 *Kanunname-i Al-i Osman (15th Century) (Law Code of the House of Osman)*.
MS, Ottoman Archives, No. MM.123/456. R

5. Kemalpasazade, Ahmed bin Stileyman. Tarih-i Al-i Osman (History of the House of
Osman). MS, Topkap1 Saray1 Library, No. R.4567.

6.Lutfi Pasha Mehmed bin lbrahim. Tarth-i Al-i Osman (History of the House of
Osman). MS, Sileymaniye Library, No. Fatih 9012.

7.Molla Khusraw, Muhammad bin Faramurz. Durar al-Hukkam Sharh Ghurar al-
Ahkam (Pearls of the Judges: Commentary on the Brilliance of Judgments). MS,
Slleymaniye Library, No. Fatih 0123.

8.Molla Khusraw, Muhammad bin Faramurz. Managib al-Asatidhah (Virtues of the
Masters). MS, Sulleymaniye Library, No. Fatih 3456.

9.Manaqib al-Kurani (Anonymous Author) (Virtues of Al-Kurani). MS, Siuleymaniye
Library, No. Fatih 1234.

10.Yusuf Efendi, al-'Alim. Dhikrayat Talib (Memories of a Student). MS, Topkap1
Saravi Library, No. R.4567.

Third. Court Records and Archival Documents (Ottoman Archives)

1.Ahkam al-Dara'ib al-Shar'iyyah (Sharia Tax Judgments). No. 345.

2.Ahkam wa Fatawa al-Qadi al-Kurani (Judgments and Fatawa of Judge Al-Kurani).
No. 127.

3.Risalat al-Kurani lil-Sultan hawla Tanzim al-Qada’ (Al-Kurani's Letter to the Sultan
on Judicial Organization). Document No. A.DVN.456/23.

4.0ttoman Treasury Records (Sijillat al-Khizanah al-'Uthmaniyyah)

5.Sharia Court Records - Istanbul (Sijillat al-Mahkamah al-Shar'iyyah - Istanbul)
6.Sharia Court Records - Bursa (Sijillat al-Mahkamah al-Shar'iyyah - Bursa)
7.Qadaya Ahl al-Dhimmah (Cases of Dhimmis). No. 234.

8.Qadaya al-Aradi al-Zira'iyyah (Agricultural Land Cases). Ottoman Archive
Documents, No. A.TRK.452/67.

9.0adava al-Talaq wa al-Nafagah (Divorce and Alimony Cases). No. 189.

Fourth:. Translated and Edited Sources R

1.Ashik Pashazade, Ahmad (1949 CE). Tarih-i Al-i Osman (History of the House of
Osman). Ed. Ali Bey. Matba'at Lajnat al-Ta'lif wa al- Tarjamah wa al-Nashr, Cairo.
2.Anonymous Turkish Historian (1952 CE). Tarih-i Al-i Osman (History of the House
of Osman). Ed. Fuad Koprulu. Publications of the Turkish Historical Society, Ankara.
Fifth:. Modern References

1.Samira Hussein Babir (2024 CE). *Al-Kurd al-Turaniyyun wa Dawruhum al-Siyasi
wa al-Hadari bayna Qurun (6-9 AH / 12-15 CE) (The Turanian Kurds and Their
Political and Civilizational Role Between the 6th-9th Centuries AH / 12th-15th
Centuries CE)*. Zakho Center for Kurdish Studies, Zakho.
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