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Abstract

The personality of the Orientalist Leopold Weiss, who became
Muhammad Asad, stands out as one of the most prominent intellectual
figures of the twentieth century. This is due to his transition between two
civilizations: the first being the European civilization in which he was
raised, and the second, the Islamic civilization, which he embraced with
profound conviction and an experience that lasted for years. This
intermingling produced a rich intellectual vision that contributed to the
renewal of Islamic thought and its presentation to the West in a manner
that is both rational and spiritual.

The study concludes that Muhammad Asad combined the
Western philosophical sensibility with the Islamic spiritual depth.
One of the most notable thinkers who focused on Muhammad Asad's
experience is Emad El-Din Khalil, who saw in him a model for Islamic
renewal in the twentieth century.
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The importance of this research lies in presenting an extensive
treatment that combines the historical, intellectual, and political
dimensions of Muhammad Asad's thought, seen through the perspective
of Emad EI-Din Khalil in his works that address Asad's biography and
intellectual legacy. Emad EI-Din  views Muhammad Asad's
transformation from a European Jewish background to his entry into
Islam as a spiritual journey that highlights Islam’s capacity to address the
contemporary human being. He further indicates that Asad's experience
provides living proof that Islam possesses sufficient rational and spiritual
energy to be a universal intellectual option.

Among the objectives of the research are the analysis of
Muhammad Asad's thought before and after Islam, his stance on issues
concerning the Islamic state, and the evaluation of his intellectual legacy
within Emad EI-Din Khalil's studies on contemporary Islam.

The adopted methodology is the historical-analytical approach.
This is achieved by studying Muhammad Asad's works as primary
sources—including his writings, especially The Road to Mecca—and
academic secondary sources that deal with his autobiography.
Furthermore, it employs textual analysis to understand his vision for the
methodology of ljtihad (independent reasoning) and the linguistic
interpretation of the Quranic text, through the works of Emad EI-Din
Khalil and the analysis of the texts contained in their respective works.

The research arrived at several important conclusions. Chief
among them is that Muhammad Asad's experience and his works
represent a cultural bridge between the East and the West, forming the
basis of his intellectual project. Asad adopted a rational methodology in
interpreting texts, thus combining authenticity and modernity. The
influence of his reformist vision remains evident in contemporary Islamic
studies, which is clear in the works of Emad El-Din Khalil. Furthermore,
his influence on Western thought, particularly his translation of the Holy
Quran, is considered one of the most mature and profound translations
directed towards the Western mind.
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