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Abstract:

Saudi Arabia and Japan relationships had witnessed extraordinary
development in the fields of professional and educational cooperation
between 1985 and 2005. Technical training programs prepared by
Japanese companies and institutions contributed to the qualification of
Saudi cadres in strategic sectors such as industry, energy, and auto
maintenance. This cooperation was notable by the establishment of
specialized educational institutions, most remarkably the Saudi-Japanese
Automotive High Institute in 2002, which revealed a successful model of
technical partnership between the public and private sectors in both
countries. The educational aspect was also evident in student exchange
and academic scholarship programs, although these were relatively
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limited until 2005, when Japan was included in the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques Foreign Scholarship Program. This experience focused on
the transfer of advanced Japanese expertise, particularly in technical
education, which contributed to the development of Saudi human capital
and the enhancement of the efficiency of national cadres in line with the
requirements of development and the labor market.

Japan, through JICA agency, also provided technical backing to
vocational or professional training centers, contributed to curriculum
design, and trained trainers, contributing to the development of a
technical education system based on Japanese standards. Bilateral
relations also had witnessed cultural cooperation in the field of
archaeological research, with Japanese missions conducting field studies
at a number of Saudi heritage sites and making important contributions to
documenting Islamic inscriptions. Within the framework of cultural
exchange, the Kingdom's participation in the 2005 Aichi World Expo
reflected an advanced level of cultural presence and expressed the two
countries' desire to improve cultural and technical dialogue. Together,
these efforts demonstrated the transition of Saudi-Japanese relations from
a phase of commercial cooperation to a phase of comprehensive
development cooperation, encompassing education, culture, and capacity
building, within the context of a long-term strategic partnership.
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