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Abstract:

The spread of pollutants in cities has become widespread and
significant, particularly with the low level of environmental cultural
awareness among residents in many societies, as well as the absence of a
sense of responsibility and indifference toward preserving the
environment in which individuals live. This applies to all known forms of
pollution, including water, air, and soil pollution.

Visual pollution takes multiple forms, some of which are
environmental in nature, while others are specifically related to the built
environment and pose a serious threat to human life—especially for those
who reside within that environment. The study consists of two main
sections preceded by an introduction outlining the importance and
objectives of the research, and concludes with findings and
recommendations. The first section addresses the concept of visual
pollution and its causes in the city of Basrah. The second section
examines some manifestations of visual pollution in Basrah. Among the
most prominent environmental pollution indicators observed in the study
area are the accumulation of garbage and waste in streets and the
associated lack of public cleanliness, water pollution, air pollution, the
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absence of green spaces, and noise, which is also considered a form of
environmental pollution.

Visual pollution arises due to neglect, misuse, and irrational
individual, social, and economic behaviors—particularly in developing
countries where social and cultural awareness is limited. The sources of
visual pollution in contemporary cities are numerous, beginning with the
juxtaposition of contradictory architectural styles that distort the visual
landscape, along with the proliferation of billboards and advertisements,
and the excessive use of lights, colors, shapes, and illuminated signage.
Visual pollution appears broadly within the urban environment, including
buildings and streets. It is easily noticeable in cities, especially large and
crowded cities in developing countries, where visual pollution has
become a common phenomenon.

The study reached several conclusions, including: the study area
lacks a coordinated and harmonious urban architectural style due to rapid
population growth in the city; the abundance of factors contributing to
visual pollution in Basrah; the widespread hanging of private generator
wires across different parts of the city; the spread of informal settlements,
which have become a major problem and a clear manifestation of visual
pollution; the proliferation of street vendors and excessive display of
goods; and poor urban planning of streets, particularly in industrial areas
and commercial districts, all of which have contributed to increasing
visual pollution in the city.
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