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Abstract

The Ainu people preserved their cultural heritage in the face of
successive waves of erasure and assimilation that sought to eliminate
their civilizational distinctiveness and obscure the features of their
identity. Manifestations of this cultural preservation were evident in their
ritual attire, in the women’s tattoos inscribed on their bodies as symbols
of status and belonging, and in collective singing that fostered a shared
consciousness. In addition, the Yukar epic poetry tradition played the role
of an oral archive, transmitting the memory of the Ainu from one
generation to another. These elements thus became forms of silent
resistance that reinforced a sense of belonging and strengthened the fabric
of collective memory against cultural erosion.

Since the late nineteenth century, the Japanese state launched a
comprehensive campaign of systematic assimilation policies aimed at
dismantling the cultural and social structures of the Ainu people. These
measures included land confiscation, the suppression of their language,
and the marginalization of their rituals and traditions, leading to
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escalating economic and social decline. Nevertheless, the Ainu remained
deeply attached to their spiritual roots and persistently safeguarded their
collective memory through the art of oral storytelling, which served as
both a cultural outlet and a means of resisting cultural disappearance.
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