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Abstract

The phrase is a syntactic unit; it is a constituent that may consist of a
single word or more than one word, governed by a head. The head
constitutes the foundation of the phrase and rules its complements. In
traditional Kurdish linguistics, terms such as clause, expression, and short
sentences have been used as equivalents to "phrase.” The dependents of
the phrase, whether obligatory or optional, serve as complements to the
phrase and are linked to it either directly or indirectly.

Phrases possess a structure formed by their constituent elements. The
type of phrase determines and selects its complements. In Kurdish
linguistics, perspectives regarding the phrase and its types vary. The
classification of phrases regarding sentence structure consists of two main
types: the Noun Phrase and the Verb Phrase (Predicate). While these two
types are obligatory within the sentence structure, several other types of
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phrases have been identified in the Kurdish language, which this study
addresses in two parts. These include the Adjectival Phrase, Degree
Phrase, Prepositional Phrase, Adverbial Phrase, Determiner Phrase, and
Defining Phrase.

Phrases are intermediate projections. The heads of phrases are either
lexical or—as in the case of Determiner Phrases—functional. Thus,
phrases can be classified based on their heads: lexical-headed phrases
(such as Noun Phrases and Verb Phrases) and functional-headed phrases
(such as Determiner Phrases).
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