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ABSTRACT :

THIS STUDY PROVIDES A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL
ANALYSIS OF THE ELEVENTH ABBASID CALIPH, AL-
MUNTASIR BI-ALLAH, WHO IS RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE
MOST COMPLEX FIGURES OF THE SECOND ABBASID ERA.
CLASSICAL HISTORIANS SUCH AS (AL-TABARI, IBN AL-ATHIR,
AND AL-MAS'UDI) PRESENTED A DUALISTIC PORTRAYAL OF
THIS CALIPH, REFLECTING THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HUMAN
MORALITY AND POLITICAL COMPLEXITIES. ON ONE HAND,
HISTORIANS OFFER A POSITIVE VIEW, DEPICTING HIM AS A
"JUST AND RIGHTEOUS RULER," WHICH IS SEEN AS A MORAL
AND POLITICAL TURNING POINT IN HIS CHARACTER.
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ON THE OTHER HAND, THE STUDY ADDRESSES THE
NEGATIVE AND CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES REGARDING AL-
MUNTASIR’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE ASSASSINATION OF HIS
FATHER (CALIPH AL-MUTAWAKKIL). HISTORIANS VIEW THIS
EVENT AS A PIVOTAL MOMENT THAT TARNISHED THE
"SANCTITY OF THE CALIPHATE," SHIFTING THE ROLE OF THE
CALIPH FROM A SOVEREIGN DECISION-MAKER TO A
SUBORDINATE FIGURE UNDER THE HEGEMONY OF TURKISH
MILITARY LEADERS.

USING A  HISTORICAL-ANALYTICAL METHOD, THIS
RESEARCH DEMONSTRATES THAT HISTORIANS CONSIDER
AL-MUNTASIR A VICTIM OF A TRANSITIONAL PHASE IN
WHICH THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT SEIZED CONTROL OF
THE CALIPHATE. THE STUDY CONCLUDES THAT DESPITE
CONDEMNING THE ACT OF PATRICIDE, HISTORIANS
PORTRAYED HIM AS A CAPABLE AND BENEVOLENT LEADER
WHO COULD HAVE REVITALIZED ABBASID AUTHORITY HAD

HIS SUDDEN DEATH NOT INTERVENED.
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