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Abstract

The 1991 Kurdish uprising and the subsequent control exerted by the central Iraqi
government over Kurdish cities triggered a massive displacement of Kurds toward the
border areas with Turkey and Iran, precipitating a severe humanitarian crisis. This
crisis reverberated across neighboring countries, which faced the challenge of
providing essential support to the influx of refugees. The impact reached Western
nations as media coverage disseminated striking images of the refugees dire
circumstances, influencing public opinion and spurring demands for intervention to
mitigate the humanitarian crisis. In response, major powers took steps to mitigate the
suffering of Kurdish refugees by delivering food and humanitarian aid, while
proposing initiatives to resolve their predicament and curb the Iraqi government’s
repression. After deliberations marked by divergent perspectives, a consensus
emerged on the need to establish a safe zone as a temporary refuge for the Kurds,
facilitating their eventual return to their homes.
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