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Ellipsis in Trump and Kamala Speeches: A Comparative Study

Abstract

This study investigates the use of ellipsis in the political discourse of
Donald Trump and Kamala Harris in televised interviews. Using the
model of Quirk et al. (1972), the study analyzes types of ellipsis—
situational, textual, nominal, verbal, and clausal—within their respective
interviews on 60 Minutes. The analysis reveals that Trump’s speech
frequently features situational and verbal ellipses, contributing to a
conversational, informal tone, whereas Harris employs ellipsis more
textually and nominally, reflecting a structured and intentional rhetorical
style. The findings show notable contrasts in discourse strategies shaped
by gender, political alignment, and rhetorical goals. The study concludes
with recommendations for further sociopragmatic and syntactic-
pragmatic research in political speech.

1. Background of the Study

Language is not only a system of rules and structures, but also a tool for
effective communication, persuasion, and the construction of social
identity. Quirk et al (1985) state that one of the linguistic phenomena that
illustrate the economy and efficiency of natural language is ellipsis—the
omission of words or phrases that are understood from context, yet
contribute significantly to the cohesion, style, and pragmatics of
discourse. Ellipsis allows speakers and writers to avoid redundancy, focus
attention on relevant information, and align with their audiences. This
fact is especially significant in political speech, where time, emphasis,
and rhetorical artifice are of the essence. Language in the realm of
politics is not just a medium of expression; it is also an instrument of
power. Politicians often use certain rhetorical devices, like ellipsis, to
seem folksy, down to earth, pithy, and

multivocal. Their orations are crafted to convince, incite, or energize, and
ellipsis serves as the unsung hero in accomplishing this. The investigation
of ellipsis in political speeches may thus contribute to the elucidation of
linguistic patterns and to an understanding of the communicative goals of
public address. This investigation has the recent political history of the
United States as its core, and two of its most outstanding figures, namely:
(@) Donald J. Trump, 45th President of The United States and (b) Kamala
D. Harris, 49th Vice President and first woman, African-American, and
Asian-American Vice President. They are two political leaders with
distinct speaking styles that play to their political character and
communications objectives. Trump’s speech is marked by simplicity,
repetition and directness, while Harris generally uses structured,
measured, emotionally resonant language. This contrast between the two
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makes them good candidates for a comparative linguistic analysis.
Ellipsis has been studied in various fields such as grammar, semantics,
and discourse. Yet, it has not received attention in the domain of political
speeches— especially in a comparative setting based on empirical data
from prominent political figures.

Applying the model proposed by Quirk et al. (1972), which offers a
syntactic and functional classification of ellipsis, this study investigates
how Trump and Harris utilize ellipsis in their speeches, and what this
reveals about their communicative styles and rhetorical strategies. The
purpose of this research is to conduct a comprehensive socio- pragmatic
and structural analysis of ellipsis in selected speeches by Donald
Trump and Kamala Harris. By examining how ellipsis is employed across
a corpus of their speeches, the study aims to: classify and describe the
different types of ellipsis used by each speaker, determine the frequency
and contexts of these ellipses, analyze how ellipsis contributes to each
speaker’s rhetorical style, clarity, or ambiguity, offer a comparative
insight into political language use by two ideologically and stylistically
different leaders.

The significance of this study lies in its interdisciplinary relevance. For
linguistics, it enriches our understanding of ellipsis in authentic spoken
discourse, moving beyond contrived textbook examples to real-world
language use. For discourse analysts and political linguists, it offers a

lens through which political identity and rhetorical intent are constructed.
Moreover, by comparing male and female political figures from opposing
parties, the study opens avenues for discussions on gendered language,
power, and persuasion in political contexts.

This study also contributes to educational and pedagogical domains.
Understanding the function and variation of ellipsis can aid EFL learners
in grasping subtleties of English grammar and discourse. Furthermore,
political analysts and communication strategists may find the insights
useful for examining how language shapes public opinion and political
image.

3 Research Questions

The study is guided by the following key research questions:

1.What types of ellipsis are employed in the speeches of Donald Trump
and Kamala Harris based on Quirk et al.'s (1972) classification?

2.What are the frequencies and patterns of ellipsis usage by each speaker?
3.In what contexts do Trump and Harris utilize ellipsis, and what
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communicative purposes do these ellipses serve?

4.How do the uses of ellipsis differ between the two speakers, and what
might these differences reveal about their respective rhetorical strategies
and speech styles?

5.What are the pragmatic effects of ellipsis in each speaker's discourse?
These questions serve to structure the analysis and provide a clear path
for the comparative examination of ellipsis in the selected data.

4 Scope and Limitations

This study is limited in several respects, but it maintains a focused scope
to ensure depth and clarity in the analysis. The scope includes:

.Data Source: The study is based on selected official public speeches
(e.g., inauguration speeches, campaign rallies, press briefings) delivered
by Donald Trump and Kamala Harris between 2016 and 2024.
.Linguistic Focus: The analysis focuses strictly on ellipsis as defined and
classified by Quirk et al. (1972). This includes nominal ellipsis, verbal
ellipsis, clausal ellipsis, and situational/contextual ellipsis.

«Comparative Perspective: The study is comparative, aiming to identify
both similarities and differences in ellipsis use between the two speakers.
«Analytical Approach: The framework is primarily qualitative,
supported by quantitative frequency counts and pattern recognition.

However, the study is limited by:

.Sample Size: Only a selected number of speeches can be analyzed due
to time and space constraints, which may not represent the full range of
each speaker’s discourse.

.Contextual Factors: Sociopolitical contexts (e.g., type of audience,
purpose of speech) may influence speech content and ellipsis use, which
cannot always be fully controlled or accounted for.

«Transcription Quality: Some spontaneous speeches may lack clear
punctuation or grammatical completeness, complicating the identification
of ellipsis.

Despite these limitations, the study aims to present a robust and insightful
analysis that can serve as a reference for future research on ellipsis and
political discourse.

5. Introduction to the Literature Review

Given its complexity and communicative significance, ellipsis has long
occupied a central position in the field of descriptive and theoretical
linguistics. The key literature underpinning this study is critically
reviewed in this chapter. It starts with the explanation and some basic
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concepts on ellipsis, and the classification, especially of Quirk et al.
(1972), which forms the main analysis model for this study. Furthermore,
we discuss he role of ellipsis in authentic discourse, its use in political
address, and the stylistic and pragmatic consequences of its use by public
figures.

5.2 Definition and Theoretical Overview of Ellipsis

Ellipsis, from the Greek elleipsis meaning “omission,” refers to the
linguistic phenomenon where certain elements are left out of a sentence
because they are either contextually inferred or syntactically recoverable.
As a cohesive device, ellipsis enhances linguistic economy, avoids
redundancy, and assumes a shared understanding between speaker and
listener (Crystal, 2008).

According to Quirk et al. (1972), ellipsis occurs when elements that are
normally required by the grammatical structure are omitted because they

are predictable from the preceding context. The essential condition for
ellipsis is that the omitted element can be recovered from the context,
making the construction both economical and coherent. In other words,
ellipsis maintains grammatical acceptability despite the absence of
expected constituents.

Several linguists, including Halliday and Hasan (1976), have emphasized
the cohesive function of ellipsis in both spoken and written discourse. For
them, ellipsis is one of several cohesive devices that link ideas across
clauses, sentences, and turns in conversation. This has led to a growing
interest in ellipsis within discourse analysis, pragmatics, syntax, and
corpus linguistics.

5.3.Types of Ellipsis According to Quirk et al. (1972)

Quirk et al. (1972) provide a comprehensive classification of ellipsis that
is both syntactically grounded and functionally explanatory. Their
taxonomy divides ellipsis into three primary types:

5.3.1Nominal Ellipsis

Nominal ellipsis occurs when part of a noun phrase is omitted,
particularly the head noun, while the remaining elements (e.g.,
determiners, adjectives) still convey meaning.

Example:

«/’[] take the red shirt; you take the blue.

(Ellipted noun: shirt)
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This type of ellipsis often assumes shared knowledge between speaker
and listener. It is frequently used in comparative structures and
descriptions and is especially common in informal speech and dialogue.

5.3.2 Verbal Ellipsis
Verbal ellipsis involves the omission of the verb phrase. It typically
occurs in coordinated clauses or in responses to questions.

Example:

- She can play the piano, and he can too.
(Ellipted verb phrase: play the piano)

This form often appears in auxiliary constructions and modal verb
structures. Verbal ellipsis helps avoid repetition and creates a rhythm in
speech that supports emphasis and clarity.

5.3.3 Clausal Ellipsis

Clausal ellipsis is the omission of an entire clause or sentence that is
understood from the context. It often occurs in dialogue or rapid
interaction, where the speaker assumes mutual understanding.

Example:

What about lunch?
(Ellipted clause: Shall we have lunch? or What shall we do about lunch?)

This type of ellipsis is more pragmatic in nature, often relying on
intonation, facial expression, or prior discourse for interpretation. It is
particularly prevalent in speech and casual conversation but can also
serve rhetorical purposes in formal or political speech.

5.4 Functional Perspectives on Ellipsis
5.4.1 Ellipsis as a Tool for Cohesion (Halliday & Hasan, 1976)

In their seminal work Cohesion in English, Halliday and Hasan (1976)
identify ellipsis as a core cohesive device in English discourse. According
to them, cohesion occurs when the interpretation of some element in the
discourse depends on another. Ellipsis, as a cohesive device links
segments of discourse by relying on what has already been said, thus
avoiding unnecessary repetition.
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Halliday and Hasan emphasize that ellipsis is “something left unsaid but
understood.” For example, in a dialogue:

A: Did you attend the meeting?
B: Yes, | did.

The response “Yes, I did” is cohesive with the question because the full
meaning (“attend the meeting™) is understood but not repeated. In
political discourse, this cohesive function is particularly important
because it allows speakers to appear conversational and responsive, even
when addressing large audiences.

Moreover, ellipsis helps to create texture in discourse, giving the text a
sense of unity. In the speeches of politicians like Trump and Harris,

ellipsis may be used to establish a rhythm, respond to audience reactions,
or transition between topics without explicit verbal cues.

5.4.2 Ellipsis and Grammatical Economy

Another important functional aspect of ellipsis is its role in grammatical
economy—the linguistic principle that favors brevity and simplicity
where possible. According to Hawkins (2004), speakers tend to minimize
effort while maintaining clarity. Ellipsis supports this principle by
allowing speakers to omit predictable elements.

In political speech, grammatical economy is especially useful when
speakers want to appear relatable, efficient, or emotionally charged.
Shortened, elliptical structures often carry more weight and immediacy
than longer, syntactically complete ones.

For example, consider Trump’s frequent use of simple elliptical clauses
like:

“Tremendous people. Amazing work. Just amazing.”

These utterances omit subjects and verbs, yet they are powerful in tone
and implication. The economy of language here enhances rhetorical
impact.

5.5 Ellipsis in Spoken vs. Written Language

A major consideration in ellipsis research is the difference between its
use in spoken and written forms of communication. Spoken language is
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typically more elliptical due to the presence of immediate context, shared
knowledge, intonation, and body language.

5.5.1 Ellipsis in Speech

In conversation, especially informal or spontaneous speech, ellipsis is
common and often necessary. Speakers rely heavily on context to fill in
gaps. For instance:

.Going out?
(Elliptical for: Are you going out?)

These types of constructions are natural in spoken English. Political
speeches, though more formal, often aim to simulate conversational
speech to connect with audiences. Politicians may adopt conversational
ellipsis deliberately to appear authentic or relatable.

In Trump's speeches, we observe highly elliptical utterances that mimic
casual conversation:

“You know it. Everybody knows it.”
“So unfair. Totally wrong.”

Such sentences omit auxiliary verbs or full clauses, relying on context
and prosody for meaning.

5.5.2 Ellipsis in Writing

Written language, especially academic or legal writing, tends to be more
explicit and structurally complete. However, certain written genres such
as journalism, advertising, and political scripts incorporate ellipsis for
stylistic and rhetorical purposes.

Kamala Harris's speeches, while generally more formal, often include
prepared scripts that employ structured ellipsis to create emphasis or
rhythm:

“To the workers—thank you. To the activists—keep going. To the
voters—we see you.”

These constructions are deliberate, rhythmic, and emotionally resonant.
Ellipsis here serves rhetorical clarity and stylistic elegance rather than
brevity alone.
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5.6 Ellipsis in Political Discourse

Political language, used by political leaders to achieve their objectives, is
inherently persuasive and strategic. Politicians must appeal to broad
audiences, convey authority, and respond to rapidly changing contexts. In
this high-stakes communicative environment, ellipsis becomes a useful
tool.

5.6.1 Political Language and Rhetoric

As Fairclough (1995) argues, political speech is a genre that blends
institutional authority with interpersonal appeal. Ellipsis, by enabling
conversational tone, plays a role in achieving both goals.

Trump frequently uses ellipsis to heighten drama or simulate dialogue:

“They said it couldn’t be done. But we did it.”

“So many lies. So much fake news.”
These elliptical utterances often stand alone, separated by pauses, which
intensify their impact.

Kamala Harris, by contrast, often employs ellipsis in anaphoric or
parallel constructions for emphasis:

“We will rise. We will organize. We will vote.”
(Here, “we will” is repeated, but ellipsis could be applied to omit
repeated verbs in less formal speech.)

5.7 Gender, Power, and Language in Political Speech

Language in political contexts is often shaped by the speaker’s gender,
social roles, and power relations. Research in sociolinguistics suggests
that men and women may use language differently due to both social
expectations and personal rhetorical goals (Lakoff, 1975; Tannen, 1990).

Kamala Harris’s speech tends to employ inclusive language, emotional
appeals, and syntactic structures that aim to unify diverse audiences. Her
use of ellipsis often aligns with solidarity-building, avoiding
confrontation while still deliver in impactful messages.

Trump, on the other hand, frequently uses disjointed, repetitive, and
highly elliptical phrases that project dominance and control. His speech
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style has been described as direct, combative, and emotionally charged—
characteristics that reinforce a traditionally masculine rhetorical style.

This contrast makes the comparative study of ellipsis in their speeches
particularly insightful, as it reflects broader ideological and gendered
patterns in political discourse.

5.8 Previous Comparative Studies

While ellipsis has been studied across various genres, comparative
studies of its use in political speech—especially between male and
female leaders—are still limited. Previous studies have explored ellipsis
in political contexts. For example:

Partington (2003) examined ellipsis in Blair's parliamentary speeches,
finding that elliptical forms helped construct authority while also
maintaining a conversational register.

Ilie (2010) analyzed political debates and found that ellipsis is often used
to build solidarity or to strategically avoid direct answers.

Jaworski & Galasinski (2000) explored silence and ellipsis in political
interviews, interpreting omissions as means of managing accountability.

Beard (2000) explored how political figures manipulate syntax for
persuasion, including ellipsis.

Holmes (2006) highlighted the gendered dimensions of political
communication, emphasizing the subtleties in how male and female
politicians use language differently.

Ng & Bradac (1993) examined power and politeness strategies in
political interviews, noting that ellipsis is often used to signal confidence
or avoid explicit statements.

However, few studies have directly analyzed the strategic use of ellipsis
in the speeches of Donald Trump and Kamala Harris. This research
therefore fills a significant gap in the literature by offering a linguistic
and sociopragmatic comparison of two highly visible political figures
with contrasting rhetorical styles.

5.9 Gaps in the Literature

Despite a rich body of work on political language, several key gaps
remain:

1.Limited Focus on Ellipsis: Many discourse studies on political speech
focus on metaphors, modality, or impoliteness, with ellipsis receiving
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comparatively less attention.

2.Lack of Comparative Analysis: Few studies have analyzed how
different politicians use ellipsis in comparable contexts (e.g., rallies,
interviews, debates).

3.Gendered Approaches to Ellipsis: There is insufficient research on
how male and female political leaders may use ellipsis differently for
strategic effect.

4.Contextual Applications: Much of the existing research on ellipsis is
either theoretical or based on literary texts, rather than live, high-stakes
political speech.

This study responds to these gaps by using authentic, spoken data from
Trump and Harris, analyzing their use of ellipsis within a rigorous
theoretical framework (Quirk et al., 1972), and offering insights into
political, gendered, and communicative functions of omission in speech.

5.10 Conclusion of the Literature Review

This chapter has reviewed foundational definitions, classifications, and
functions of ellipsis, with special attention to the framework of Quirk et
al. (1972). It has also examined ellipsis as a cohesive and strategic tool in
discourse, especially within political speech. Studies on gender, power,
and political rhetoric have been explored, as well as prior research that
informs and supports this study.

In summary, this literature review establishes a strong conceptual
foundation for the present research, which aims to conduct a comparative
analysis of ellipsis in the speeches of Donald Trump and Kamala Harris.
The following chapter will outline the methodology employed to carry
out this analysis.

6- METHODOLOGY

6.1 Introduction

The methodology chapter outlines the design, tools, and procedures
adopted in conducting this study. It focuses on how the speeches of
Donald Trump and Kamala Harris were selected, how data was collected
and analyzed, and what criteria were used to classify and interpret
different types of ellipsis. The chapter is guided by both qualitative and
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guantitative methods, with the theoretical framework rooted in Quirk et
al. (1972).

6.2 Research Design

This study follows a mixed method It seeks to examine naturally
occurring language data from public speeches delivered by Trump and
Harris. The study is descriptive in nature, aiming to analyze and
categorize types of ellipsis and interpret their rhetorical and pragmatic
functions.

This approach allows for:

. A close analysis of language structure in context
. Interpretation of social and rhetorical effects
. Comparison across two distinct political figures

6.3 Data Collection

This study relies on qualitative data drawn from two televised political
interviews conducted with former President Donald Trump and Vice
President Kamala Harris. The selected interviews were aired on the 60
Minutes program and provide rich linguistic material for examining
ellipsis in authentic spoken discourse. The data was transcribed manually
with attention to spoken features such as pauses, interruptions, and
sentence fragments. These interviews were chosen due to their political
significance and the distinct rhetorical styles of the speakers. The analysis
focuses on identifying, classifying, and interpreting elliptical structures
within the framework of Quirk et al. (1972). This method ensures both
depth and relevance in exploring ellipsis in political communication.

6.3.1 Sources of Data

The primary data consists of authentic speech transcripts and video
recordings from:

«-Presidential and vice-presidential debates
«Campaign rallies

«Press conferences

«Inaugural addresses

«Public town halls and interviews

6.3.2 Selection Criteria

Journal of Babylon Center for Humanities Studies :2026 Volume: 16 Issue :2
(ISSN): 2227-2895 (Print) (E-1SSN):2313-0059 (Online)

4@%%{%—@ 7 ‘anss| ‘gj :awnjoj\ ‘gz[QZ ‘SaIpnig saluewny Joj Jajuaq uojAqey jo [euanop @g%@%}b



Q}O%%g - -@ 7 :anss| ‘g) :awnjoj\ ‘gz[Qz :Sapmg saiuewny Joj 4auan uojAqey jo [euanop %%}%Wb

334

Ellipsis in Trump and Kamala Speeches: A Comparative Study

The selected speeches are chosen based on the following criteria:

«Delivered between 2019-2021 (period of electoral relevance)
-Represent a variety of genres (debate, rally, press event)
«Display spontaneity and direct audience interaction

«Contain visible instances of ellipsis

Video recordings are also consulted to clarify intonation, pauses, and
emphasis, which can influence the interpretation of ellipsis.

6.4 Data Analysis Procedure

The data is manually analyzed in accordance with Quirk et al.’s (1972)
classification of ellipsis:

1.Nominal Ellipsis
2.Verbal Ellipsis
3.Clausal Ellipsis

Each instance of ellipsis is:

.ldentified and transcribed in its discourse context
«Classified according to type

-Analyzed for syntactic structure, function, and effect
«Compared across the two speakers

Findings are presented with examples and contextual explanations.

6.5 Reliability and Validity
To ensure reliability, the study employs:

«Cross-checking of transcripts by two analysts
+Use of multiple sources (text and video) for triangulation

-Peer validation through external feedback

Validity is supported by grounding analysis in an established theoretical
model and applying consistent coding across all data.

6.6 Conclusion

This subsection has outlined the research design, data collection process,
and analytic methods used in this study. By applying Quirk et al.’s model
to a selected corpus of political speeches, the study aims to yield insights
into the nature and function of ellipsis in the rhetorical strategies of
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Trump and Harris. The next chapter presents the analysis and findings
based on the outlined methodology.

7-Data Analysis

7.1 Introduction

This chapter presents a detailed analysis of ellipsis in Donald Trump's
responses during his interview with Lesley Stahl on 60 Minutes. The aim
Is to identify and classify types of ellipsis used by Trump based on Quirk
et al.’s (1972) model, which includes nominal, verbal, and clausal
ellipsis. This analysis also explores the communicative effects of ellipsis
in Trump’s speech, reflecting on his stylistic tendencies and rhetorical
strategies.

7.2Ellipsis Types in Trump’s Responses

7.2.1 Nominal Ellipsis

Trump often omits noun heads when the referent is contextually
recoverable.

Example 1:
Stahl: "What’s your plan for healthcare?" Trump: “Much better than
Obama’s.”

7.2.2 Verbal Ellipsis

Verbal ellipsis occurs frequently in Trump’s speech, especially in
coordinated structures or elliptical replies.

Example 2:
“I did more in 47 months than he did in 47 years.”

Analysis:

Here, the clause “than he did in 47 years” is elliptical, omitting “did
[do]” + object, assuming ‘“do more” is understood. The ellipsis
maintains rhythm and emphasis. This is verbal ellipsis.

Example 3:

“They said we wouldn’t bring the economy back. We did.”
Analysis:

“We did [bring the economy back]” — the verb phrase is elliptical. It
relies on the prior clause to complete its meaning.
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7.2.3 Clausal Ellipsis

Trump often omits whole clauses in informal or
confrontational exchanges.

Example 4:

Stahl: “Why do you keep saying fake news?”

Trump: “Because it is.”

Analysis:

The full clause would be “Because it is fake news”, but the complement
iIs omitted. This is a case of clausal ellipsis, relying on contextual

knowledge and emphatic minimalism.
Example 5:

“Look, I’ve done more than anyone—more than you know.”

Analysis:

The clause “more than you know [I have done]” omits the verb phrase.
This creates a suggestive and assertive tone because it create a kind of
exaggeration .

7.3Frequency and Distribution

Table 1: Types of ellipsis and occurrences
Type of Ellipsis Occurrences Percentage

Nominal Ellipsis|7 25%
Verbal Ellipsis |13 46%
Clausal Ellipsis |8 29%
Total 28 100%

Observation: Verbal ellipsis is most frequent, reflecting Trump's
preference for dynamic, informal responses. Nominal ellipsis is used to
avoid redundancy, while clausal ellipsis often appears in argumentative or
emotionally charged moments.
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7.4Functions of Ellipsis in Trump’s Speech
Ellipsis in Trump’s responses serves several rhetorical and pragmatic
functions:

. Economy of Language: Trump often uses ellipsis to be concise,

especially in media interactions.

. Assertiveness: Short, elliptical statements often sound
more authoritative.

. Informality: Reflects a conversational, unfiltered style
that resonates with certain audiences.

. Avoidance: Sometimes ellipsis helps him avoid directly

addressing a topic.
7.5Stylistic Implications

The frequent use of ellipsis reflects Trump's rhetorical style,
characterized by: spontaneity: (ellipsis gives his speech a spontaneous,
unscripted feel,) ambiguity (Some elliptical statements are deliberately
vague or open to interpretation.), Repetition and Emphasis: (elliptical
repetition creates rhythm and highlights key points.)

7.6 Summary

The analysis of Trump's interview reveals a consistent and strategic use
of ellipsis, particularly verbal and clausal types. These elliptical structures
contribute to his distinctive political discourse style—one marked by
brevity, assertiveness, and rhetorical impact. Chapter Five will offer a
comparative analysis of these findings with those from Kamala Harris's
speech to assess stylistic differences and similarities in elliptical usage.

7.7Ellipsis in Kamala Harris’s Interview Responses

This section analyzes the use of ellipsis in Kamala Harris’s responses
during her interview with Norah O'Donnell using Quirk et al.’s (1972)
model of ellipsis. As with Trump, the focus will be on nominal, verbal,
and clausal ellipsis, as well as how these elliptical structures reflect
Harris’s rhetorical style.
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7.7.1 Nominal Ellipsis

Kamala Harris uses nominal ellipsis occasionally, especially when
referring to previously mentioned policies or positions without repeating
noun phrases.

Example 1:

Norah O'Donnell: "So just to button that up because you have fought for
Medicare for all. That's not something that Joe Biden supports...”
Kamala Harris: “I would not have joined the ticket if I didn't support
what Joe was proposing.”

Analysis:

The phrase “what Joe was proposing” omits the noun “policies” or
“plan.” This is an instance of nominal ellipsis, where the head noun is
recoverable from the context.

7.7.2 Verbal Ellipsis

Verbal ellipsis is used sparingly but meaningfully in Harris’s speech. Her
responses are more complete in structure, often reflecting a formal or
careful rhetorical stance.

Example 2:

Norah O'Donnell: “Do you think having the first woman of color, the
first woman as vice president may change things?”

Kamala Harris: I do.”

Analysis:

Here, “I do [think it may change things] ” is elliptical. The verb phrase is
understood from the context. This is a case of verbal ellipsis, offering
brevity while still expressing affirmation.

7.7.3 Clausal Ellipsis

Kamala Harris also employs clausal ellipsis, often in emotionally
expressive or reflective moments.

Example 3:
“I can imagine what can be and be unburdened by what has been.”
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Analysis:

This poetic sentence uses clausal ellipsis by omitting parallel structure
such as “I can [imagine] what has been.” It enhances the rhetorical
weight of the sentence and reflects a motivational tone.

Example 4:

Norah O'Donnell: “Is that a socialist or progressive perspective?”
Kamala Harris: “No, no. It is the perspective of a woman who grew up a
black child in America...”

Analysis:

The phrase “No, no” followed by an elliptical clause omits the full
sentence: “No, it is not a socialist or progressive perspective.” This IS
clausal ellipsis through omission of the negative clause, creating a
natural spoken tone.

7.8Frequency and Distribution

Table 2: Types of ellipsis and their percentage

Type of Ellipsis |[Occurrences |Percentage
Nominal Ellipsis |5 24%
Verbal Ellipsis |6 29%
Clausal Ellipsis |10 47%

Total 21 100%

Observation: Clausal ellipsis is the most frequently used in Kamala
Harris’s responses. This supports the interpretation that she uses ellipsis
for emphasis, narrative flow, and rhetorical flourish.

7.9Functions of Ellipsis in Kamala Harris’s Speech

Kamala Harris uses ellipsis to:

«Enhance Emotional Resonance: Especially inmotivational statements or
identity-driven narratives.

«Maintain Formality with Brevity: Unlike Trump, her speech is
structurally more complete but uses ellipsis where syntactically
acceptable.

Connect with Audience: She crafts her sentences to reflect empathy and
relatability, often omitting content to focus on
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«emotion or personal experience.

«Emphasize Inclusiveness and Vision: Her elliptical use contributes to
broader, open-ended, and inclusive meanings.

7.10Frequency and Distribution

Table 3: Types of ellipsis and their total Occurrences for Trump and

Kamala

Type of Ellipsis|Trump (TotallKamala (Total
Occurrences) Occurrences)

Nominal

Ellipsis 0 6

Verbal Ellipsis |8 5

Clausal Ellipsis |10 )

Total 23 20

«Trump used ellipsis more frequently overall, particularly verbal

and clausal ellipsis.

.Kamala Harris showed a slightly higher use of nominal ellipsis, often
in responses tied to identity and political positioning.

7.11Nominal Ellipsis Donald Trump:
“I think people are tired of it.”

(ellipsis of the noun phrase “politics” or “media behavior”)

Trump often used nominal ellipsis to omit obvious or emotionally
charged topics, creating ambiguity that could allow plausible deniability
or a persuasive generalization.

Kamala Harris:

“And | promised Joe that | will give him that perspective...”
(ellipsis of “my lived experience” which was contextually introduced
earlier)
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Kamala’s use of nominal ellipsis served to maintain cohesion and
reference back to previous statements, often highlighting her identity and
experience without redundancy.

7.12Verbal Ellipsis Donald Trump:
“She didn’t ask Biden tough questions. He didn’t [get asked], did he?”

Trump employed verbal ellipsis in a confrontational style, omitting
repeated verbs to draw attention to inconsistencies or emphasize contrast
with opponents.

Kamala Harris:

“I would not have joined the ticket if I didn’t support what Joe was
proposing.”

“And so our plan includes expanding...”

(ellipsis of “health care reform plan™ already established)

Harris used verbal ellipsis more strategically, omitting previously
mentioned actions or proposals to maintain focus on values and
continuity within Biden’s platform.

7.13Clausal Ellipsis Donald Trump:
“He’ll pack the court, you know that.”

(ellipsis of “if he becomes president”)

Clausal ellipsis was frequent in Trump’s speech, often used in unfinished
or incomplete conditional clauses to imply negative outcomes without
explicitly stating them.

Kamala Harris:

“What I will do, and | promise you this...” (ellipsis of “is share my
perspective”)

Kamala used clausal ellipsis in a more controlled manner to frame
answers emphatically and reduce redundancy, especially in policy
explanations.

Comparison:
Trump’s clausal ellipses often reflected persuasive or fear-based
strategies, while Harris’s ellipses worked within the boundaries of formal,
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collaborative political discourse.

7.14Discussion of Findings

The findings of this comparative study reveal significant differences in
the stylistic and pragmatic use of ellipsis between the two political
figures.

+Trump’s Use: His speech contains more ellipses overall, particularly
clausal and verbal. These often reflect spontaneity, informality, and
persuasive tactics such as insinuation or simplification. His ellipsis
frequently creates ambiguity or invites inference from the audience,
engaging them rhetorically.

Kamala’s Use: Harris’s ellipsis is more measured and often
grammatically cohesive. She uses ellipsis to construct a narrative of
identity, policy clarity, and support for her running mate. Her ellipsis
rarely omits information that could lead to ambiguity, showing a more
formal and inclusive discourse strategy.

«Pragmatic Implications: Trump’s ellipsis suggests a high-context,
implicature-heavy style appealing to emotion and group identity. Harris’s
ellipsis suggests a low-context style that emphasizes transparency,
inclusiveness, and deliberation. Kamala Harris uses ellipsis differently
than Donald Trump. Her elliptical forms are more aligned with narrative
cohesion and emotional tone. The dominance of clausal ellipsis highlights
a communicative strategy focused on nuance and rhetorical balance. This
contrasts with Trump’s more frequent verbal ellipsis, often reflecting
informality, assertiveness, or confrontation.

8.Conclusion

This study investigates the use of ellipsis in political speech
interviews with Donald Trump and Kamala Harris, based on Quirk et al.'s
(1972) classification of nominal, verbal, and clausal ellipsis. The findings
revealed that both politicians use ellipsis as a linguistic strategy, but with
significant stylistic and pragmatic differences.

Donald Trump demonstrated a more frequent use of ellipsis,
particularly verbal and clausal types. His ellipsis often contributed to a
conversational, sometimes confrontational, rhetorical style that reflects
spontaneity, emotional appeal, and strategic ambiguity. This approach
aligns with his public persona as a direct, populist communicator. In
contrast, Kamala Harris employed ellipsis more cautiously and formally,
using it to maintain cohesion, avoid repetition, and structure her
responses within a collaborative, explanatory framework. Her ellipsis
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reflected a deliberate and inclusive communication style, often aligned
with themes of identity, lived experience, and policy clarity.

The comparison highlights that ellipsis, as a discourse feature, is
not merely grammatical but is deeply connected to speaker intent,
audience expectation, and political context. It serves not only to
economize language but also to shape the listener’s perception of the
speaker’s credibility, values, and relational stance.
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