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Abstract

This study examines the metaphorical imagery in Surah Al-Insan
through a rhetorical analysis aimed at revealing the aesthetic dimensions
of Quranic expression and demonstrating the impact of metaphor in
constructing meaning and intensifying signification. The research begins
by establishing the theoretical foundation of imagery and metaphor,
defining the term "imagery" in terms of its linguistic significance related
to formation and representation, then reviewing its technical meaning in
rhetoric and literary criticism as a means of embodying abstract meanings
in impactful sensory forms. The concept of "metaphor” is discussed from
its linguistic and rhetorical origins, considering it as the transfer of a word
from its original meaning to a figurative meaning based on similarity,
with the omission of one element of the comparison. The study presents
its classification into explicit and implicit metaphor, highlighting its role
in generating complex rhetorical images with suggestive characteristics.
The research then moves to an applied study of metaphorical imagery in
Surah Al-Insan, providing an introductory overview of the Surah
regarding its name, order, contextual revelation, and main themes
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addressing human creation, testing, and ultimate reward, with emphasis
on its Meccan character. Selected models of metaphorical images within
the Surah are analyzed.

The study concluded with several key findings, most notably that
metaphor stands as one of the most important tools of artistic imagery in
the Noble Quran, contributing to the transformation of abstract meanings
into vibrant sensory images. Surah Al-Insan abounds with precise
metaphorical images that enhance meaning, intensify signification, and
express doctrinal and ethical issues through an elevated artistic style. The
metaphorical imagery in the Surah highlights the balance between
warning and encouragement, vividly embodies scenes of the Day of
Judgment, and demonstrates that metaphor is not merely rhetorical
embellishment but an integral part of the semantic and functional
structure of the Quranic text.

In light of these findings, the research recommends expanding
applied studies in Quranic rhetoric, focusing on metaphorical imagery in
Meccan Surahs due to their descriptive density. It also calls for
integrating the analysis of rhetorical images into educational curricula to
strengthen students' critical and aesthetic sensibilities, encouraging
comparisons between metaphorical imagery in the Quran and classical
literary texts to highlight the uniqueness of Quranic expression, and
finally, utilizing tools of rhetorical analysis to understand doctrinal and
ethical messages in religious texts.
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