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Abstract

The lIraqi marshes in southern lIrag constitute the largest wetland
ecosystem of their kind in the Middle East. The marshlands form the
natural basin of Iraq’s major rivers, as they occupy low-lying areas, some
of which lie below sea level. They were formed thousands of years ago
through the continuous inflow of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The
most prominent of these marshes are Al-Hammar and Al-Hawizeh, in
addition to a group of other interconnected wetlands and water bodies.
These marshes are distributed across the governorates of Basra, Dhi Qar,
and Maysan, covering an area exceeding three million dunums. The
marshland environment is regarded as one of the most significant natural
regions due to the abundance and diversity of its resources, which have
contributed to the establishment and development of human settlements
along its margins and within its interior. Owing to its natural character
and the richness of its resources, the marshes have enabled local
populations to invest in these resources through the development of
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simple industries, traditional crafts, and basic forms of economic activity,
as well as the formation of social relations characterized by simplicity.
The marshes contain vast stocks of fish, extensive stands of reeds and
papyrus, and areas suitable for the cultivation of sugarcane. They also
provide favorable conditions for water buffalo breeding due to the
availability of natural fodder and water. Furthermore, reeds and papyrus
are utilized in paper production, while the peripheral lands of the marshes
are exploited for the cultivation of rice (shilb), which has historically
been recognized for its high quality and abundant yields. In addition to
their ecological and economic importance, the marshes represent a major
tourism asset and play a vital role in improving the regional climate. They
also function as a natural water filtration system. Despite these values, the
marshes have been subjected to prolonged neglect under successive
governments, resulting in persistent deprivation and socioeconomic
challenges for local communities.
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