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This study examines the penal consequences of criminal liability
arising from violations of labor law provisions, focusing on the protective
nature of labor legislation and its impact on implementing criminal policy
within the workplace. The importance of this topic stems from its delicate
balance between two opposing interests: protecting the worker as the
weaker party in the employment relationship, and ensuring the continuity
of the establishment and preventing harm to economic and investment
activity. The research demonstrates that the Iragi legislator, in Labor Law
No. (37) of 2015, adopted various penalties ranging from fines to
Imprisonment, in addition to financial and compensatory consequences
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that may accrue to the worker, as well as subsidiary or supplementary
penalties affecting certain professional or administrative rights.
Furthermore, the study indicates that the effectiveness of these penalties
Is linked to the efficiency of labor inspections, the accuracy of evidence,
the speed of judicial adjudication, and the clarity and consistency of the
legal texts with the general principles of the penal code. The study
concluded that the labor penal system does not aim for mere punishment,
but rather for achieving specific and general deterrence, ensuring respect
for safety standards, wages, working hours, and legitimate employment
practices. It also stressed the need to develop financial penalties and link
them to economic variables, and to expand the range of alternative
penalties that protect workers on the one hand, and prevent unjustified
harm to businesses on the other. The study recommends strengthening
judicial oversight of closure decisions, developing mechanisms for
proving violations, and activating the criminal liability of legal entities
when their actual contribution to a labor-related offense is proven.
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