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Abstract:

Here the Abstract in English: The poet, Ghiyath ibn Ghawth al-Taghlibi,
surnamed as Al-Akhtal, had a historical relationship with the Umayyad
Caliphate. Al-Akhtal precisely inherited this relationship from his tribe
“Taghlib”. Taghlib had deep-rooted ties with the Umayyads because of
its location in in Levant, southern Syria. Levant was under Umayyad
control since the reign of the Caliphate’s founder, Mu'awiya ibn Abi
Sufyan.

Al-khatal’s relationship with the Umayyads began when Yazid ibn
Mu'awiya requested him to satirize Al-Ansar. Yazid was so angry when
he heard Abd al-Rahman ibn Hassan ibn Thabit al-Ansari’s flirtatious
verses about Ramla, the daughter of Mu'awiya. Al-khatal’s satire was
very denouncing ¢

“ Quraysh has flourished in glory and fame:«

While Ansar have sunk into shame and disgrace.

So, claim no honor, Sons of Al-Najjar¢
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You are not its kin«

Give up, and take up your shovels .

Yazid initially asked the poet Ka’b ibn Ja’il al-Taghlibi to satirize Al-
Ansar, but Ka’b refused, citing his conversion to Islam. However, he
suggested that Yazid could turn to Al-Akhtal. Al-Khatal was a rebellious
and sharp-tongued young man. Al-Akhtal obliged and composed a
satirical poem that provoked Al-Ansar, straining their relationship with
the Umayyad rulers, particularly their pro-Umayyad factions.

As a result, Al-Akhtal was forced to flee and go into hiding, despite
Yazid’s assurances of protection. In fact, Yazid did protect him after
Mu'awiya had ruled in favor of Al-Ansar by ordering that Al-Akhtal’s
tongue be cut off. From that moment on, Al-Akhtal became closely
associated with the Umayyad court, emerging as a leading and favored
poet of the Umayyad state. He began by praising Mu'awiya and later
lauded his son Yazid, to whom he owed his survival. He also composed
praise poems for Abdullah ibn Mu'awiya, known as "Al-Ahmag," and for
Khalid ibn Yazid.

Al-Akhtal remained loyal to the Umayyads even after the fall of the
Sufyanid dynasty and the rise of the Marwanid branch, which embraced
him, showered him with wealth and gifts, and appointed him as the
official poet of Caliph Marwan ibn al-Hakam, the second founder of the
Umayyad state. He continued in this role under Marwan’s son, Caliph Al-
Walid, until his death in 92 AH
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