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Abstract

The Mycenaean (Minoan) civilization is considered the second-
largest civilization to have emerged in Greek history. It occupied a
prominent position among the civilizations of the ancient world and
represented an intermediate link in the development of the Aegean
civilization, of which Crete was the most prominent representative. One
of the fundamental characteristics of this civilization was its
predominantly commercial and agricultural nature. It had a significant
influence on the Aegean Sea, the Mediterranean region, and the ancient
Near East. Its geographical location enabled it to serve as a link between
the civilizations of the ancient East, providing opportunities for
interaction with them and for adopting elements of their civilizations.
These elements contributed to forming the foundation upon which the
Greeks later built their civilization, particularly after the cultural features
of Mycenae and Tiryns emerged as major centers of civilization in the
Peloponnese Peninsula.
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The geographical location of the Mycenaean region played a
pivotal role in the development and formation of its civilization. Situated
in proximity to three continents—Asia, Europe, and Africa—the region
was well-positioned to establish connections and relations with the
civilizations of the Near East, including Egypt and Phoenicia, fostering a
reciprocal exchange of influences. The Mycenaean era represents a
significant phase in Greek history; its impact remains clearly discernible
in critical archaeological studies, underscoring the historical importance
and enduring legacy of this civilization. Furthermore, the Mycenaean era
left a profound cultural heritage that shaped subsequent civilizations,
particularly during the Classical period. Mycenaean myths and
narratives—most notably the legend of Troy—evolved into a body of
religious and literary tradition, reflecting the continuity of civilizations
across time.
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