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Abstract

France and the arming of West Germany (1950-1954)

France has suffered since 1870 from the German threat, There is no doubt
that one of the reasons for the First and Second World War was the
German-French enmity, Even after the defeat of Germany and the
Potsdam Conference in 1945, France was still apprehensive of the
German threat.

Most French people strongly opposed the idea of arming West Germany,
when Americans pressed for the arming of West Germany at the New
York Conference in September 1950, French Foreign Minister Schuman
rejected the American proposal and was at that time against any idea of
arming West Germany, Schumann did not compromise on this issue,

* This Research was presented in the sessions of the Second International Conference of Science and
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saying he refused to budge from France's categorical position of refusing
to arm Germany.

At the meetings in New York, France refused to discuss even the
principle of arming Germany, and the dispute over the matter was
complete, Schumann, however, eventually backed down and agreed to
establish a "small West German military force.

There were two opposite lines to deal with the issue of arming West
Germany, although the American approach contradicted the French
approach, However, these two approaches have in fact had a great deal in
common. Both governments have accepted the principle of defense
forward. The idea of defending Western Europe must be in the East, in
West Germany facing the potential Soviet threat.

If Western Germany would defend Western Europe, and would benefit
from the security system derived from the application of this strategic
concept, It is fair that it has made its country's contribution to this
defensive effort, so the points on the agreement are now in place, and
thus agreement has been reached on the principle of arming West
Germany.

The approval of the French appears to have come from fear of the Soviet
threat on the one hand, On the other hand, they could not prevent the
Americans from achieving what they wanted, relying on a common view
of French politics in the case of arming West Germany in the early 1950s.
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9 Carolyn Eisenberg, Drawing the Line: The American Decision to Divide Germany,
1944-1949 ,New York, 1996,P.42-45.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty of Dunkirk.
(1) Eisenberg, Op,Cit.,P. 42-45.
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Nicolaus Mills,Winning the Peace: The Marshall Plan and America's Coming of Age
as a Superpower, Hardcover,2008,P.195.
(17 )Anne Dighton, The Impossible Peace: Britain, the Division of Germany, and the

Origins of the Cold War, Oxford University Press,Oxford,1990,P. 57-59.
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(18) Ibid.
(19 ) Robert. McGeehan, The German Rearmament Question: American Diplomacy
and European Defense after World War Il, University of lllinois Press, lllinois, 1971,
pp. 157-171.
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NATO Multimedia Library: North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
(23) Dighton,Op,Cit.,P. . 57-59.
(24 )Eisenberg, Op,Cit.,P.42-45.
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National Archives, RG 319, box 538, Jan.23, 1950, G3 091 Germany TS (Section
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http://spartacus—educational.com/American History, David Kirkparick Bruce.
( 29 ) Foreign relations of the United States,Bruce to Acheson, 28 July 1950, FRUS,
1950, Vol. lll, p. 153-157.

(30) homas Schwartz, America’s Germany: John J. McCloy and the Federal

Republic of Germany ,Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1991, p. 132.

;Jj}j\ U’“.'.‘SJ —Lala da.& 3 &)).\MS}S gﬁ ﬂj ‘?.».u)s ‘_,’_u\.u.n : (\‘\WT’ - \/\/\'\) uLA}CIz Sipgy (T\)

Taaludll Luip Aemglall 558 4l 55 Y1 Slady) Ol Fanlpad) Camliall (e el Ji el L b

sile 3 (Qlosd Adad) anly cdje Al Jse Ola ae calially amdll dyg V) delaall Ly 8

Slo bliall e e Y ol 8 culS lly cadaie Lgpsl (3l 4ajiie lagd sug) ad V40w

AV oY) s Lo Gla Ay Gl oyt Colesd (Plelly Cigpma) sl 13 Al cilidal

corasd) A sl LY e il oping I3 g5V Glabull Lty ay Lad sl )Y
Pk ajall L A dijse A VAT B8 A4

2017 Encyclopedia Britannica,Inc,Jean—Baptiste Nicolas Robert Schuman.

(32 )foreign relations of the United States,Acheson—-Schuman-Bevin meeting, 12
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(35 ) Foreign relations of the United States,Schuman—Acheson meeting, 12
September 1950, FRUS, 1950 Vol. lll, pp. 277-278.
(36 )Schuman—Acheson meeting, 12 September 1950, FRUS, 1950 Vol. Ill, pp.
277-278.
(37 )Schuman—Acheson meeting, 12 September 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. llI, pp.
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(39 )NATO the first five years 1949-1954, Minutes of the Fourth Meeting, First,

Second, and Third Sessions Held on 28-31 October 1950,” in NATO Archives,

Brussels, Record-DC-(004.

(40) Arnold, Op,Cit.,P.61-74.

(41 ) Attlee—Bevin—Pleven—-Schuman meeting, 2 December 1950, DBPO, Series II,

Vol. 3, p. 313.

(42 ) Arnold, Op,Cit.,P.61-74.

(43 )Quoted in: Dighton, Op,Cit.,P.57-59.
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(46) Quoted in: Arnold, Op,Cit.,P.61-74.

(47 ) Ibid.
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54 ) Ibid.
55) Ibid.
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