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Abstract:

Marriage is one of the priorities of the ancient Iraqi man as it
represents the basic building blocks of the family, which in turn lead to
the construction of a mature society, and this interest reached its peak
during the ancient Babylonian (2004-1595 BC), as evidenced by the
cuneiform texts discovered from this era Especially those related to
personal status, especially contracts, where hundreds of contracts
concluded between the parties concerned with personal status, which
have been in force for long periods of time, have included the name of the
wife and guardian and the name of the husband and guardian and the act
of marriage as well as gifts (dowry) And the penalty requirement J by
both parties as well as the names of witnesses and historical formula
without which the contract.
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Regarding the adoption contract it is also contain name of the adopted
person, name of the person who under the adopted stipulation,

Witness names, oath from of the city god, and finally the date formula.

I have chosen this tablet simply because it has rear subject compering
with other tablets from the same collection or those, Generally for the rest
of the texts available and not studied, those have economical or as letter
contains of the same collection. This text contains to kinds of contract
while the other has adoption contract. All its items written on the obverse.
It 1s never attested before to found two contracts of different systems in
one text which set a question mark on this rear tablet , except very rear
cases when some school tablets were found to teach students editing
skills of the adaptation and marriage contracts, but usually such texts
were empty of any date formula which give us an evidence that they are
school texts and were unofficially written.
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Transliteration:
Obv.:
"ia-a MUNLIM (1-6) Ya’a is her name,

34~ DUMU.MUNUS sa-at-*MAH the daughter of Sat-Mah.
"Sa-at-"'MAH Sat-Mah, has given (her)
NAM 7i-qu™-ga-mil mu-ti-Sa to Sin-gamil, her husband,
5. NAM as-su-tim 1 mu-tu-tim to be wife and husband.
id-di-in
TUKUM.BI (7-12) If Ya’a has annoyed
"ia-a the heart of Sat-Mah and
li-ib-bi "Sa-at-*MAH Sin-gamil, her husband, they
10. u ri-qu-ga-mil mu-ti-Sa will sell her for silver.

u§—ta—ang—ri—i5
a-na KU.BABBAR i-na-di-nu-si

u TUKUM.BI (13-21) And if Sat-Mah, her
"Sa-at-"'MAH AMA.A.N[I] mother, and Sin-gamil, her
15. u ri-qu-ga-mil mu-us-[sa] husband, should sell her,
[{]-na la se-ba-ti-sa Ya’a, for silver without her
"ia-a testimony(?). They will
a-na KUBABBAR i-na-ad-di-[nu-5i] forfeit the house and (its)
Rev.: utensils. They will not
i-na "E i [ti-ni-a-tim] change their minds.
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20.  i-te-[el-lu]
NU.UB.[TA.BAL.E.NE 7]
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"ldalm-qi-[i-li-5u] (22-25) Damgqji-iliSu is the
DUMU ri-qu-[ga-mil] son of STn-gamil.
i Sa-at-[*MAH] Now Sat-Mah has adopted
25. NAM.DUMU.NLSE S[U.BA.AN.TI] him as (her) son.
TUKUM.[BI] (26-30) If Damgqi-iliSu says
"dam-qi-i-li-[Su] to Sat-Mah “You are not my
NAM Sa-at-"MAH" mother”, he will be sold for

NU.AMA.MU BA.AN.NA.DUG,  silver.
30. NAM KU.BABBAR BA.AN.SUM

u TUKUM. BI (31-37) And if Sin-gamil
ri-qu-ga-mil and Sat-Mah say to Damgj-
i Sa-at- *‘MAH il18u “You are not our son”,
NAM “dam-qi-i-li-Su they will forfeit, house,

35.  NU.DUMUMU BA.AN.NA.DUG, utensils, field, and orchard.
E NIG.GA A.SA #°KIRI,

BA.RA.E||.A

IGI nu-ra-tum Witness: Niratum

IGI ip-qu-DINGIR Witness: Ipqu-ilim

Up. Edge:

40.  IGI [“Sin]-ri-me-ni Witness: Sin-rimeni
[IGI x-x-x]-x-ti Witness: ...

IGI si-li-“Samas Witness: Silli-Samas

Le. Edge:

ITI SE.KIN.KU; Month XII

MU.US.SA i-si-in® BA.AN.DABs; Rim-Sin 31

ia) )

(*)Karen Rhea Nemet- Nejat, Daily life in Ancient Mesopotamia, publisher
Greenwood, Westport, 1998, PP38-44.

(Y) Greenguse, S : "Old Babylonian Marriage Geremonie and Rite”, Journal
cuneiform studies, vol. 20, No. 2, P. 55.

(3) Karen Rhea Nemet- Nejat, Op. Cit, p.132.

(4):Diakonoff,I,M: "Women in old Babylonian Not under Patriarchal Authority",
JEHSO, vol ,29,part,3,1986,p.229. Goetze, LE ,AASOR ,pp.76-77.

(5) Karen Rhea Nemet- Nejat, Op.Cit, p.133.

(6) Matthews, V.: Marriage and Family in ancient Near East, (2003), p.80.

(7) Greenguse. S, Op.cit, p.56. (*): Rivkah, Harris,"The Case of three Babylonian
(8)Marriage Contracts", Journal of the Near Eastern Studies, Vol. 33, No. 4, October,
1974. pp. 363-369.
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(*1) stone, Elizabeth.C., and Owen, David, C., Adoption in Old Babylonian Nippur
and Archive of Manum- meSu- lissur, Eisenbrauns, Indiana, 1991, pp38- 40.

(*2)Paradise, J., "A Daughter and Father's Property at Nuzi ', Journal Cuneiform

Studies, 32/4, 1980, pp. 189-207.
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(*3) Greengus, S., "Sisterhood Adoption at Nuzi and the ‘wife— sister’ in Genesis’,

HUCA, 46, 1975, pp 5- 31.
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