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Abstract:

Descriptions of the Divine Essence are among the subjects of
Islamic creed, extensively discussed by scholars of theology, and various
Muslim sects have differing views on the matter. This topic is also
closely related to linguistic and semantic research. While reading Abu
Hilal Al-Askari's book "Al-Faroug Al-Lughawiyya,” | noticed the
numerous terms he classified as (those that cannot describe God
Almighty) due to their semantic content, which is incompatible with the
Divine Essence. The attributes of perfection and majesty that God
possesses must befit His sacredness, carrying semantic features that
indicate perfection and avoid any sense of limitation or corporeality.
Therefore, the acceptance or rejection of descriptions of the Divine
Essence is based on their semantic origins. In this study, | present
examples of these attributes, where acceptance or prohibition is based on
their semantic content. | also explore the reasons and constraints that
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prevent certain descriptions from being accepted for God Almighty and
the reasons for resorting to metaphor to validate the description.

The semantic content of the word is an important basis for
accepting it as a description of God Almighty, rejecting it, or limiting its
application to Him Almighty; because the basic rule for divine
descriptions: Every description that indicates absolute perfection is used
to describe God, and every word that smells of deficiency and limitation
and whose content is mixed with what touches the sanctity of His
holiness is not used to describe Him. As for the descriptions mentioned in
the Holy Quran or from the Prophet - may God bless him and his family -
and from which the smell of blame is smelled, then interpretation is the
path that scholars have taken to accept them, even if Muslims differed.
Some of them believed in the name without interpretation while denying
that the description resembles the creatures, and some of them carried that
on the metaphor so that the application of the word is correct, and this is a
path that may be imposed even in the most famous names such as the All-
Hearing and the All-Seeing.
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AH), edited by: Ahmed Yusuf Al-Daqgaqg, Dar Al-Ma’mun for Heritage, Damascus,
5th edition, 1986 AD.
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() Tawhid al-Imamiyyah, by Sheikh Muhammad Baqir al-Malaki, Ministry of Culture
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(1 Strange of the Qur’an, Fakhr al-Din al-Tarihi (d. 1085 AH), edited and commented
by: Muhammad Kadhim al-Tarihi, Zahedi Publications - Qom.
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1 Al-Kafi, Thiga al-Islam Abu Jaafar Muhammad bin Ya’qub al-Kulayni (d. 328/329
AH), authenticated and commented on by Ali Akbar al-Ghafari, Dar al-Kutub al-
Islamiyya, Tehran, 3rd edition.

1 The Book of the Eye, Al-Khalil bin Ahmed Al-Farahidi (d. 170 AH), edited by: Dr.
Mahdi Al-Makhzoumi, Dr. lbrahim Al-Samarrai, Al-Hilal House and Library.

(1 The Book of Al-Wafi, Al-Fayd Al-Kashani, under Diya Al-Din Al-Isfahani,
Publications of the Imam Amir Al-Mu’minin Ali - peace be upon him - Public
Library, Isfahan, 1st edition, 1411 AH.

[1 Colleges, a dictionary of linguistic terms and differences, Abu al-Baga al-Hanafi al-
Kafawi (d. 1094 AH), edited by: Adnan Darwish - Muhammad al-Masri, Al-Resala
Foundation - Beirut.

[1 The Treasure of Minutes and the Sea of Strangeness, Sheikh Muhammad al-
Qummi (d. 1125 AH), edited by Hussein Darkahi, Publishing and Publishing
Institution - Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, 1st edition 1407 AH.

(1 Kanz Al-Ummal fi Sunan Al-Qawwal wa’l-A’il, Al-Muttaqgi Al-Hindi (d. 975 AH),
edited by: Bakri Hayani - Safwat Al-Saqga, Al-Resala Foundation, fifth edition, 1981
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1 Kanz al-Fawaid, Abu al-Fath al-Karajiki (d. 499 AH), edited by: Sheikh Abdullah
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(1 Lisan al-Arab, Muhammad bin Makram Ibn Manzur al-Ansari (d. 711 AH), Dar
Sader - Beirut, 3rd edition - 1414 AH.
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pearl in the contract of the sick band,” Shams al-Din al-Safarini al-Hanbali (d. 1188
AH), Al-Khafigin Foundation and its Library - Damascus, 2nd edition, 1982 AD.

[ Al-Bayan Complex, Sheikh Al-Tabarsi (d. 548 AH), under a committee of scholars
and specialists, Al-Alami Publications Foundation, Beirut, 1st edition, 1995 AD.

) Lectures on theology, Sheikh Jaafar Al-Subhani, Imam Al-Sadig Foundation, peace
be upon him, Holy Qom.

() The Arbitrator and the Greatest Ocean, Abu Al-Hasan Ali bin Ismail bin Sayyidah
(d. 458 AH), edited by: Abdul Hamid Hindawi, Dar Al-Kutub Al-1imiyya - Beirut, 1st
edition, 1421 AH - 2000 AD

[ Al-Muhit fi Al-Lughah, Ismail bin Abbad bin Al-Abbas, known as Al-Sahib bin
Abbad (d. 385 AH), edited by Sheikh Muhammad Hassan Al Yassin, Alam Al-Kutub,
1st edition, 1994 AD.
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(1 Brief explanation of Al-Kawkab Al-Munir, Ibn Al-Najjar Al-Hanbali (d. 972 AH),
edited by: Muhammad Al-Zuhayli and Nazih Hammad, Al-Obaikan Library, ed. 2,
1997 AD.

[1 Al-Mukhassus, Abu Al-Hasan Ali bin Ismail bin Sayyidah (d. 458 AH), edited by:
Khalil Ibrahim Jaffal, Dar Thya’ al-Tarath al-Arabi - Beirut, 1st edition, 1996 AD.

(1 A Question of Will, Imam Sheikh Al-Mufid (413 AH), Dar Al-Mufid for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution, Beirut - Lebanon, 2nd edition, 1993 AD.
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Sheikh Tagi al-Din Ibrahim bin Ali al-Kafami, Al-Alami Publications Foundation,
Beirut - Lebanon, 3rd edition, 1983 AD.

[J Al-Misbah Al-Munir fi Ghareeb Al-Sharh Al-Kabir, Ahmed bin Muhammad Al-
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(1 Al-Mu’jam Al-Awsat, Abu Al-Qasim Al-Tabarani (d. 360 AH), edited by: Tariq
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[0 Al-Mufradat fi Gharib Al-Qur’an, Abu Al-Qasim Al-Hussein bin Muhammad,
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Dar Al-Qalam, Dar Al-Shamiya - Damascus, Beirut, 1st edition, 1412 AH.

(1 Dictionary of Language Standards, Ahmed bin Faris (d. 395 AH), edited by Abdul
Salam Muhammad Haroun, Dar Al-Fikr, 1979 AD.

(1 Al-Mizan fi Interpretation of the Qur’an, Al-Sayyid Muhammad Hussein
Tabataba’i (d. 1412 AH), publications of the group of teachers in the seminary - Holy
Qom.

(1 Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wal-Athar, Majd al-Din Abu al-Saadat Ibn al-
Atheer (d. 606 AH), edited by: Taher Ahmad al-Zawi - Mahmoud Muhammad al-
Tanahi, Scientific Library - Beirut, 1979 AD.

[J Guidance to reaching the end in the science of the meanings of the Qur’an, its
interpretation, its rulings, and some of the arts of its sciences, Abu Muhammad Makki
bin Abi Talib (d. 437 AH), in a collection of university theses at the College of
Graduate Studies and Scientific Research - University of Sharjah, under the
supervision of A. D: Al-Shahed Al-Busheikhi, University of Sharjah, 1st edition,
2008 AD
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