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ABSTRACT

THERE ARE MANY FORMS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES, RANGING
FROM A CLEAR VIOLATION OF THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, OR AN
ASSAULT ON THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, THE CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT,
OR OTHER THINGS. THUS, THEY ARE CLOSELY LINKED TO
INTERNATIONAL CRIMES. |IF ONE BROWSES THE STATUTE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT AND ENUMERATES THE CRIMES
WITHIN THE SUBSTANTIVE JURISDICTION OF THE COURT, HE WILL FIND
THAT IT IS COMPETENT TO EXAMINE ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES.
SOMETIMES ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY ARE WAR CRIMES, AND OTHER
TIMES ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY ARE GENOCIDE, OR CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY, AND FINALLY THE COURT CONSIDERED THESE CRIMES AS A
CRIME OF AGGRESSION HENCE, THE QUESTION ARISES ABOUT THE LEGAL
DEFINITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES, OR IN OTHER WORDS, UNDER
WHICH OF THE CRIMES STIPULATED IN ARTICLE FIVE OF THE STATUTE OF
THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT DO ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES
OCCUR? IN A MORE PRECISE AND MORE SPECIFIC SENSE, ARE
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ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES CONSIDERED CRIMES OF GENOCIDE, WAR
CRIMES, OR CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, OR A CRIME OF AGGRESSION?.
THEN WE WILL FOLLOW THE DESCRIPTIVE AND ANALYTICAL RESEARCH
APPROACH BY ANALYZING THE OPINIONS OF JURISPRUDENCE AND
JUDICIAL RULINGS IN THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
COURT. THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT RESOLVED THE
CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE LEGAL ADAPTATION OF
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES AND THE EXTENT OF ITS
JURISDICTION TO CONSIDER THEM, THROUGH THE ANNOUNCEMENT IT
ISSUED IN SEPTEMBER 2016, IN WHICH IT EXPANDED THE SCOPE OF ITS
JURISDICTION TO INCLUDE CRIMES THAT AFFECT THE ENVIRONMENT AND
CONSTITUTE ITS DESTRUCTION, BY ANNOUNCING THAT IT WOULD BEGIN
TO CLASSIFY CRIMES THAT LEAD TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
ENVIRONMENT, MISUSE OF LAND, AND THE ILLEGAL EXPROPRIATION OF
LAND OWNERSHIP FROM THEIR OWNERS ARE CONSIDERED CRIMES
AGAINST  HUMANITY, WHICH MEANS THAT INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES HAVE BECOME PART OF THE CATEGORY OF
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY THAT THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL
COURT HAS JURISDICTION TO CONSIDER, WHICH ALLOWS VIOLATORS OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES TO BE PUNISHED BEFORE IT. THE CRIME OF
POLLUTING THE ENVIRONMENT FALLS WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF GRAVE
VIOLATIONS SPECIFIED IN THE FOUR GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949
AND THE TWO ADDITIONAL PrROTOCOLS OF 1977, AS WELL AS
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THREATENS
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY DUE TO THE FAILURE OF
NATIONAL JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES TO TAKE THE NECESSARY MEASURES
TO PROSECUTE THOSE ACCUSED OF COMMITTING IT.
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