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 نص مسماري غير منشور لمصلاة من معبد
 نابو شخاري

 
 أ.م.د.أحمد ناجي سبع

 قسم الاثار القديمة /الدراسات المسمارية / جامعة بابل / كمية الآداب 
 

 
 

         Email  :  art.ahmed.naje@uobabylon.edu.iq البريد الإلكتروني

 
 

 .دين ، أدعية ، عبادة ، صلاة :الكممات المفتاحية

 
 

 كيفية اقتباس البحث
، مجماة مركاب بابال نا  مسامارغ ريار من الر لمصالاة مان معبادنابل  ا ارغ، أحمد نااج ،  سبع

 . 4،العدد: 13،المجمد:2023ت رين الالل  لمدراسات الانسانية،
 

 

هذا البحث من نوع الوصول المفتوح مرخص بموجب رخصة المشاع الإبداعي لحقوق التأليف 
فقرط لخخرررين تحميرل البحررث (  تترري    Creative Commons Attributionوالنشرر  

ومشرراركتم مررع انخرررين بشررررط ن سررب العمررل اوصررمي لممملرررفت ودون القيررام بررأي تعرررديل أو 
 .استخدامم وغراض تجارية

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Indexedمفهرسة في     

IASJ 
 

 Registeredمسجلة في    

ROAD 
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 الممخص :
مان  لالااا كساب مالدة  مارس سكان العراق القديم العديد من الطقلس الدينية التا  حاالللا       

لاستحساان الآلااة، لكاان مان باين لاقو الطقالس لالممارساات بناا، المعاباد، اقاماة التماثيال ل لاااة، 
تقديم القرابين، اقامة الاحتفالات الدينية، لريرلا الكثير من الأعمال ، لقد كانت الصلاة من ألام 

لآلاااة حيااث  ااكمت الطريااق بااين طاارق العبااادة التاا  سااعع باااا العراقياالن القاادما، الااع استر ااا، ا
الإنسان لالإله حيث قصدلا من  لالاا تجنب ر ب الآلاة لعقابام ، ف لًا عان قلاف فقاد كاانلا 
بعااااد الأماااارا  عاااانام  يمجااا لن الااااع الآلااااة بالصااااملات لالابتااااالات لتحقيااااق رربااااتام لأمنياااااتام، لا 

 لتحقيق ررباتام لأمنياتام.
م تااىدب بالااادعا، فقااط، بااال كاناات ت اااتمل عمااع عااادد مااان لاام تكااان الصاالاة فااا  العااراق القااادي      

الأفعاال لالحركاات، حياث قكارت نصال  الصالاة المسامارية أن الصالاة فا  العاراق القاديم كاناات 
 تحتلغ عمع عممية الركلع لالسجلد.

ف لًا عن قلف لناف أي اً ا ارة الع عممية رفاع الياد أثناا، عممياة الصالاة لمت ارع لالادعا،      
، بالإ ااافة الاع أن المصااادر المساامارية قكارت أن المتعباادين فاا  العاراق القااديم كااانلا  الاع الالاااة

أثنااا، تعباادلم امااام تمثااال الالاااه كااانلا يمسااكلن بحا ااية ثاالب تمثاااال الإلااه ، فاا  ا ااارة الااع جدياااة 
 الصلاة لثقة المصمين بآلاتام.

 

                  This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license  

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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Abstract   
      The ancient Iraqi people practiced many religious rituals through 

which they tried to gain the affection and approval of the gods, and 

among these rituals : builds the temples, erection the statues for the gods, 

offering sacrifices, holding religious ceremonies , and many other actions.  

As well as the prayer was one of the most important worship ways in 

which the ancient Iraqi people sought to appease the gods , where it 

constituted the path between man and god , where they intent through it 

of avoiding the wrath of the gods and thier punishment. 

      The prayer in ancient Iraq was not performed by supplication only, 

but rather it involved a number of actions and movements , where the 

Cuneiform prayer texts mentioned that the prayer in ancient Iraq was 

contenaind the process of bowing and prostration . 

      There is also a reference to the process of raising the hand during the 

prayer process to supplicate to the gods, in addition for what we 

mentioned , the cuneiform sources mentioned that the worshipers in 

ancient Iraq, when they worshiping in front of the statue of the god, 

would hold the hem of the dress of the statue of the god, in reference to 

the seriousness of prayer and the trust of the worshipers in their gods. 

Introduction : 

     Religion was one of the most sensitive and important things in all 
ancient societies throughout the ages. Where it occupied a prominent 

place in the lives of the peoples of the ancient Mesopotamian society. 
Where the ancient Iraqi people practiced many religious rituals through 

which they tried to gain the affection and approval of the gods, and 
among these rituals ( builds the temples, erection the statues for the gods, 
offering sacrifices, holding religious ceremonies ), and many other 

actions.  
    One of the most important worship ways in which the ancient Iraqi 

people sought to appease the gods was the prayer , where it constituted 
the path between man and god , where they intent through it of avoiding 

the wrath of the gods and thier punishment , as well as they turning to the 
gods with prayers and supplications to fulfill their desires and wishes , 

and to keep diseases away from them and to fulfill their desires and 
wishes .

1
    

    Cuneiform sources provided us with accurate details about the nature 
of prayer in the ancient Iraqi society, and showed us that there is more 
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than one type of prayer , where these sources provided us with the 
Sumerian and Akkadian namings that referring to prayer , for example  

the Sumerian term (DUG4.GA) which mean (prayer , supplication ) 
opposite by Akkadian (qibītu )

2
  , as well as the Sumerian Vocabulary 

(SÙD) which has the same meaning  (prayer , begged ,blessing ) opposite 
by Akkadian (ikribu) 

3
 

      In addition to the above, there is a large number of evidence 
confirming the existence of certain practices that precede and accompany 

the prayer process. For example, the worshiper is obligated  to completely 
purify his body, wash his hands and put on his best clothes, and then 

begin to recite some prayers, supplications and chants with all reverence 
and submission, reaching the point of weeping.

4
 

     Cuneiform sources and artistic evidence have shown us that prayer in 

ancient Iraq was not performed by supplication only, but rather it 
involved a number of actions and movements , where the Cuneiform 

prayer texts mentioned the sumerian word (GÚR) opposite by Akkadian ( 
kanāṡu ) reffering bowing

5
 , as well as, the prostration process which 

mentioned in Sumerian by the term (KI. ZA.ZA) opposite by Akkadian ( 
ṡukênu)

6
 , there is also reference to process of raising the hand in prayer 

as the Sumerian term ( ṤU.IĹ.LÁ) opposite by Akkadian ( nīs qāti)
7
  

, in addition to the Akkadian term (sabatu sissiktu ) that refers to the 

process of holding the garment edge of the god statue , in reference to the 
seriousness of prayer and the confidence of the worshiper in his gods .  

Concerning to the cuneiform text that represents the topic material, it is 
included in the group of colophon scholastic texts that were revealed 
during the excavations undertaken by the Archaological Project for the 

Resurrection of the Ancient City of Babylon inside the temple of  Nabu 
Ṥa hare . 

      The most remarkable feature of these kinds of colophon texts : it is 
generally a short dedication texts that deity of the temple, and its mostly 

mentioning the aspirations of the worshiper or scribe, start with: So-and-
so, son of so-and-so, for a decent and longevity life  , for the safety of his 

offspring and to drives diseases away from them ,  and for the safety and 
health of the heart and body, as well as supplication to broadens wisdom 

in the mind , at last this text will dedicated in the temple of  Nabu Ṥa hare 

 I.M-137705    7.3A 
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Translitration 

Obv.  

1. a-na DIN ZI
meš

-šú GÍD.DA U4
meš

-šú 
2. šá-la-mu 

še
NUMUN-šú la ba-ši-i 

3. mur-ṣi-šú kun-nu iš-di-šú 
4. ṭu-ub lìb-bi-šú ṭu-ub UZU-šú 

5. pa-te-e GEŠTUII-šú 
I.d+

AG-GIN-A 
6. 

┌
EN-šú

┐ I.d
EN-ka-ṣir A 

lú
GAL.DÙ 

7. [ x ]
  d

AMAR.UTU ṭup-pi iš-tur-ma 
8. a-na É.

giš
NÍG.GIDRI.KALAM-MA.SUM.MA ú-kin 

9. šá ḫa-re-e EN-šú id-din 
10. at-ta 

d+
AG EN ṣe-e-ru 

11. GEŠTUII-šú pi-i-ti 

12. U4.mu
meš

-šú 
┌
ur

┐
-ri-

┌
ik

┐
 

13. lìb-bi É
!
 a-bi-šu ku-un 

14. x x 
 
-

 
šú la i-pa

!
-aḫ-ḫa-šú 

15. [x x x]-šú x-x-ni 

 

Literal Translation    

1. For Saving and prolong his life 

2. For the safety of his offspring , (and to ) drives away 

3. (drives away ) his illness , In order to strengthen his foundation and his 
being 

4. To satisfy his heart and his body 

5. In order to expand his understanding and wisdom , Mr.Nabu.kin.apli  .  

6. His master
 
 Mr.enkaṣir.A 

LU2
GAL.DU3 

7. [ Mr] Marduk wrote on a tablet 

8. He deposited it (tablet )  in the temple that grant the  mace  to the 

country 
9. For the hare (vestival  House )  , his master gave it . 

10. You are the God Nabu the mighty lord 
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11. Expand his understanding and wisdom 

12. Prolong his life 

13. Strengthen his father house . 

14. [x x x] Do not neglect it / disappointed , fail  . 

15. [………….] shu…………ni 

Vocabularies Explanation 

1. DIN: Sumerian vocabulary mean (protect , safe) , opposite by 
Akkadian (balaṭu )

8
 

ZI
meš

-šú: Sumerian term mean (his life, his livelihood ) , 

opposite by Akkadian 

(napiṡtu)
9
 . 

The ( MEṤ) represent  the unreasonable Cmobination tool , and 
the ( ṡu ) 

represent the third person pronouns . 
GÍD.DA U4

meš
-šú: Sumerian term mean (long days, long life) , 

opposite by Akkadian 
(arāk ῡmῑ). 

10
 

2. ša-la-mu: Akkadian  Noun derived from a verb source (ṡalmu ),  

mean (safety, 

wellbeng ) 
11

. 
ṡe

NUMUN -šu2 : Sumerian vocabulary mean (offspring of 

children) , opposite by 
Akkadian (zēriṡu)

12
 . 

la ba-ši-i : Akkadian Noun derived from a verb source (baṡû ),  

mean  (to exist , 
to be available ) 

13
. 

And because of the existence of the negation tool, the  meaning 
becomes (drive the illness away ) 

3. mur-şi-šu2: Akkadian Noun mean (his illness) from a the source 

(murṣu)  
14

. 
kun-nu  : Akkadian Noun mean ( to be firm / to be strong )  , 

from the source (kānu)  
15

 
iš-di-šu2  : Akkadian Noun mean (its foundation, its being ) from 

a the source (iṡdu) 
16

. 

4 tu-ub  ṤᾺ -bi-su  tu-ub  UZU-šu2 : A complex term that literally 

means (Healed his 
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heart and his flesh ) as well its mean ( goodness / wellbeng) 
17

 
tu-ub  : Akkadian Noun mean (goodness) from a the source 

(ţubu)  
18

. 
ṤᾺ-bi- šu2: Sumerian term mean (heart / his heart ) , opposite by 

Akkadian (libbiṡu) 
19

 . 
UZU-šu2 : Sumerian vocabulary mean (flesh /  his own  flesh ) , 

opposite by 
Akkadian (ṡῑriṡu) 

20
 . 

5. pa-te-e : Akkadian Noun mean (expands) from the source (petû)  
21

. 
GEŠTUII-šu2 : Sumerian vocabulary mean ( his awareness 

,wisdom, understsnding ) , 
opposite by Akkadian (uzniṡu) 

22
 

AG.GIN.A: Masculine proper name ( nabû kin apli ) , for 
Comparison seen .

23
 

A : Sumerian vocabulary mean ( Heir,son ) , opposite by 
Akkadian , (aplu )

24
 

6. EN.ka.ṣir.A  : Masculine proper name .
25

 
LU2

.GAL-DU3: Masculine proper name .
26

 

7. țup-pi : Akkadian vocabulary mean (my tablet / my destiny ) 

from a the source 

(ţuppu)  
27

. 
iš-ţur-ma :  Akkadian past tense verb for the (3th P.S.M) from 

the simple formula (G) , 
from the source (ṡaţāru) which mean (wrote/ copy / inscription ) 
. 

28
 

8. E2.
giṡ

NIG2.GIDRI.KALAM-MA.SUM.MA : Sumerian term 
refer to the temple of 
d
Nabû ṡa2 ha-re-e  opposite by Akkadian  (bit 

giṡ
ḫaţţu i-ṡar-tu ana 

māti inadinu ).
29

 

(the temple that grant the  mace  to the country ) .
30

 
u2-kin : Akkadian past tense verb for the (3th p.s.m) from the 

formula  (D) , from the 
source (kānu) which mean ( placed / deposited ) . 

31
 

9. ha-re-e :
  
With regard to the meaning of the Akkadian vocabulary 

(Saharu), we would 

like to point out here that there was no agreement on a single 
meaning for it till now , like the rest of the Akkadian and 

Sumerian vocabularies, where there is more than one opinion for 
its meaning. For example, we find that the linguistic lexicon 
(CAD) gave an explicit meaning to this term, while we find that 
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the linguistic lexicon (AHw) did not mention anything  
concerning with this term, except that he included this 

vocabulary (haru) within the Akkadian term ( bit hare ) and 
translated it into a 

( sacred sanctuary)
32

 . 
Likewise, the scientist Unger also linked this term to (bit hare) 

located in the city of Borsippa, where there was a temple of the 
god Nabu. He translated it as (the outer temple of the god Nabu ) 
33

 . 
The Researcher believes that it could be translated as (Ceremony 

/ Festival ) , from the Akkadian source(ḫarû) which Literally 
means (ceremony)

34
. 

id-din : Akkadian past tense verb for the (3th p.s.m) from the 

simple formula (G) , 
from the source (nadānu) which mean (gave ) . 

35
 

10. AG EN ṣe-e-ru : Masculine proper name for comparison seen .
36

 

11. pi-i-ti : Akkadian imperative verb , from the simple formula  (G) 

, from the source 
(petû ) which mean (expands  )  

37
. 

12. 
┌
ur

┐
-ri-

┌
ik

┐
: Akkadian imperative verb , from the double 

formula (D) , from the source 

(arku ) which mean ( prolong  ) . 
38

 
13. lìb-bi É

!
 : Sumerian term mean (my tablet / my destiny ) from a 

the source (ţuppu)  
39

. 
a-bi-šu : Akkadian vocabulary mean (his father )   

40
. 

14. [ x x x ] 
41

 

la i-pa
!
-aḫ-ḫa-šú : Akkadian present verb , from the simple 

formula  (G) , from the 

source (pahāṡu ) which mean (disappointed , fail  )  
42

. 
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