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Abstract:

Our study focuses on the impact of the arrival of the two Askari
Imams in the city of Samarra, the circumstances surrounding their
summoning, and the subsequent religious and social transformations that
emerged in the city. It is worth noting that Samarra was founded in
221 835 AH during the reign of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mu'tasim Billah,
becoming the new capital of the Abbasid Empire in place of Baghdad for
reasons beyond the scope of this discussion.

In a historical move consistent with the Abbasid rulers' approach,
Caliph Al-Mutawakkil summoned Imam Ali al-Hadi (AS)—the tenth
Imam of the Twelver Shia—along with his family, including his son
Imam Hasan (who would later succeed him as the eleventh Imam), to
Samarra in 233 AH. Consequently, Samarra effectively became a vast
prison for the tenth and eleventh Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (AS), marking the
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beginning of a new era of covert conflict between the caliphate and the
Imamate.

Although Imam Ali al-Hadi (AS) entered Samarra in what appeared
to be a grand procession, it was, in reality, a precautionary measure by the
Abbasids—consistent with their policy of imposing restrictions on the
Shia Imams (AS). Al-Mutawakkil ordered the Imam to reside in the
military district (Hayy al-‘Askar), where the caliph’s court and elite forces
were stationed, leading to the two Imams being referred to as “al-
Askariyyain™ (the Military Imams).

Following the arrival of Imam Ali al-Hadi (AS), Samarra witnessed
significant religious shifts, which later evolved into broader social
transformations due to the successive influence of the two Imams on the
city’s society—a central focus of our study.
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